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BOARD MEETING

CHAIRVAN SMTH: |I'mgoing to call
the Lake County Board of El ections and
Regi stration Board neeting of April 15th to
order. |If you could all please rise, if
you' re able, for the Pledge of Allegiance.
(Pl edge of Allegiance recited.)
CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you, and
wel conme, everyone. M chelle, can you pl ease
take Roll Call.
FAJMAN.  John Reed?
REED:. Present.
FAJVMAN. M ke Mel | on?
MELLON: | am here.
FAJMAN. M ke Brown?
BROMN:  Present.
FAJMAN. Qur new Board nenber,
Mara Candel ari a Reardon?
MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Present.
M5. FAJMAN.  And Kevin Smth?
CHAIRVAN SMTH: | am here. |

53D P DD

will note for the record we have a quorum |
want to wel cone our newest Board nenber, Mra
Candel ari a Reardon. Congratul ati ons and
wel cone.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Thank

BOSS REPORTERS
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you.

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Al so, | do want
to recogni ze we have both chairnmen here today.
So, hello to Chairman N eneyer and hello to
Chai rman Repay, and wel cone.

(I'naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

The next matter on the agenda is
Approval of the Mnutes. [|'Il entertain a
notion to approve the March 18th and the
March 25t h m nutes.

MR. BROAN. Motion to approve,

M. Chair.

MR. MELLON: 1'Il second.

CHAI RVAN SM TH: W have a notion
by Cerk Brown, seconded by M. Mellon, to
approve the mnutes. |Is there any discussion?
Heari ng none. AlIl those in favor signify by

sayi ng aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Any opposed?
(No i medi ate response.)
CHAI RVAN SM TH:  That noti on
carries.

The next nmatter of business on the

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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agenda is A d Business. Election Equipnent
Bid Process. It's indicating no najor
updates. Jessica, is that correct?

M5. MESSLER: That is correct.

CHAIl RMVAN SM TH:  And Conpl ai nt
Tracki ng Procedure?

M5. MESSLER: Al so no nmjor
updat es.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al right. Thank
you. Are there any questions for our staff
regardi ng those matters by the Board? kay.
Heari ng none.

Movi ng on, the next is Conplaint
2024-10, which is entitled Jostes versus
Al lande, if I'msaying that correct. Do we
have the conpl ai nant, or petitioner, here,
Ms. Jostes? Hi . Cone on up. And then also,
M. Allande, you're here wth M. Vis, |
bel i eve, as your representative. M. Jostes,
i f you could cone over to this side, please.
And then, M. Allande, you're here with
M. Vis.

Ckay. Let ne just set the record,
and just ask the parties if they have any

ot her potential witnesses with themtoday that

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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will be testifying on your behal f?
M5. JOSTES: | don't think so.
MR VIS No.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  All right. So if
you two could just please raise your right
hand to be sworn in.

(Wher eupon, parties were sworn in

by Chairman Smth.)

CHAl RMAN SM TH: W will show you
both duly sworn. Just for the record, | just
want to place on the record that | do have
before ne a conplaint formthat's dated
Novenber 5, 2024, in the name of Madi son
Jostes. It lists the respondent as Jason
Al'l ande, and she's also included an email. W
have notice to M. Allande dated January 2nd
and | think we had a subsequent notice, based
on failure to attend by the parties, and we're
here today for that.

Ms. Jostes, do you have anyt hi ng
besi des your enmail that you'd |like to present
to the Board? Cbviously, you're going to get
a chance to speak.

M5. JOSTES: Yes, that's it.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ckay. And then |

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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understand that we al so have a recordi ng by
Ms. Jostes that's been given to the attorneys
for the Board?

MS. BRANDENBURG | believe
Mchelle has it -- or Jessica has it and can
play it, if the Board likes. It wasn't
attached wth the conplaint. So Oficer
Al'l ande hasn't received it prior.

CHAIl RMAN SM TH:.  So, M. Vis, you
don't have a copy of that?

MR VIS | do not. |'munaware
of that until just now.

CHAIRMAN SMTH: Al right. So |
want to nake sure you are aware of it and so
now you are and, obviously, we want to get you
a copy of that. And then, M. Vis, I'll ask
you the sane thing. Do you have any ot her
docunents that you want to present to the
Board or any testinony outside of M. Allande?

MR VIS. Just for the record, |
was retained as of yesterday. So, fairly new,
didn't even have enough tinme to assenble
Wi tnesses. | do have a picture of the shirt
at issue, in case that's relevant. That woul d

be the only additional item And then | would

BOSS REPORTERS
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want to reserve, based upon the fact that |'ve
just learned that there is a recording that |
was unaware of, to continue this hearing to a
future date, if necessary, to bring rebuttal

W t nesses.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ckay. | know
that there's been sone difficulty getting
everybody here. | think | renmenber sonebody
fromthe Cedar Lake Denocratic Party com ng
and indicating that Ms. Jostes works out of
town. |s that accurate?

M5, JOSTES: Yes.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Where do you
wor k?

M5. JOSTES. It's a conpany in
Wsconsin. So |I'mthere and |I'm here at
different tinmes. So the last two tinmes | was
up in Wsconsin.

CHAI RMVAN SM TH:  Ckay.

MS. BRANDENBURG. To be fair, |
don't believe it's a recording of the
incident. It's a recording of Ms. Jostes
reporting -- yes, a voice mail, reporting the
incident to the Election Board. So it's not a

cont enpor aneous recordi ng, or anything of that

BOSS REPORTERS
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10

nature. It would, essentially, be simlar to
the conpl ai nt.

CHAl RMVAN SM TH: Got it.

MR, MELLON: M. Chairman, | don't
know if -- even if it did record the incident,
| nmean, | don't knowif -- what we're trying
to determne is whether or not el ectioneering
was taking place. \Wether or not
el ectioneering was taking place, | don't know
if the video itself would even potentially
reveal that.

Now t here's al so the argunent that
there was an argunent that took place and
there was sone rude behavi or that took pl ace.
Now, that may show sonet hing al ong those
lines, but | don't know if that necessarily
rises to the level of an election | aw
violation. So, | nean, |'mnot sure what the
video is. | don't know that | want to
postpone this to --

MR, REED: It's not a video. |It's
a tape-recording; right?

M5. FAJMAN.  Audi o.

M5. BRANDENBURG A voice nail.

MR. REED: Audio, voice mail, that

BOSS REPORTERS
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was saved for reporting the incident itself;
right?

M5. BRANDENBURG  Ri ght.

CHAI RVMAN SM TH: What's the date

of 1t?

M5. FAJMAN. It is Election Day.
The way this all canme about, | had forgotten
all about it. | was checking ny voice nail

because it was saying | couldn't |eave voice
mails, cleaning themout, and it said | had
five in there fromEl ection Day. Sonme were
just problens with machi nes, and so forth.
Hers was |ike the fourth one in, and it was
just her calling into report it.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And it was done
on El ection Day.

M5. FAJMAN:. On Election Day. |
believe it was like 8:23 a.m, sonewhere in
that vicinity. It appeared she stepped
out si de, maybe the wind blowing a little bit.
She probably just stepped outside the doors
right there, maybe, to nmake a phone call to us
to report it and to | et us know what was goi ng
on.

MR MELLON: Well, M. Chairman, |

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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nmean, she's going to report what took place.
She's under oath. Let's just elimnate that.

M5. FAJMAN.  Ckay.

MR REED: Well, let ne ask you
t his.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: M. Reed.

MR REED: |If we're going to
listen to this, | think M. Vis should get the
opportunity to listen to it, even if it's a
few mnutes, to determne if it's
obj ecti onable or not on any level. If it is
or it isn't, I just don't like the idea of
sort of putting it --

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Yeah, | wasn't
i nplying that we were going to play it.

MR. REED: Yeah, but if we are
going to play it, he should get an opportunity
to --

CHAl RMAN SM TH: | guess |
woul d - -

MR MELLON: If we're going to
play it, we should postpone it to give himan
opportunity to --

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Yeah, so,

Ms. Jostes, do you have any intention on

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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needing to play the voice nmail or do you want

to -- or you can just tell the Board what
happened.

M5. JOSTES: You can do whatever.
Whatever is easy for you guys. | really
don't --

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Ckay.

MR. TOLBERT: Can | nake a
suggesti on?

CHAl RMAN SM TH. M. Tol bert.

MR, TOLBERT: Just don't rely on
it, just like -- | knowthis is not a court of
I aw.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Right, it's not.

MR TOLBERT: But it's alittle
|ate in the gane and what a judge would do is
just not allow that to be heard or considered
as evidence.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Yeah, and that's
where |'m | eani ng.

(I naudi bl e; tal king in unison.)

MR. TOLBERT: Kind of what
Commi ssi oner Mel |l on said.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  Yeah, that's

where |'mleaning, and that's why | wanted to

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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allow the petitioner the opportunity to tell
us, oh, it's inportant to ny case and | do
want it to be heard or | don't care. And it
sounds |ike she's fine wth us not playing it,
which is great.

Ckay. So, M. Vis, the decision,
| guess, of the Board is to not play it. The
petitioner is not necessarily -- | think she
i ndi cated she didn't care one way or the
other. | think we're just going to proceed.

MR VIS.: No objection to that.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. Then,

Ms. Jostes, you have the floor to kind of

expl ain exactly what happened that day. Could
you start with what your position is and maybe
how | ong you' ve been perform ng those duties
on El ection Day?

M5. JOSTES: For that Election
Day, that was ny first tinme being an
i nspector. | had just gotten called, | think,
the Saturday before El ection Day because they
were down one. So | went to the training and,
you know, they had said if anything happened,
pl ease report it to us. W want you to report
it.

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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On Election Day it was, obviously,
very busy. | was sitting with ny group of
peopl e and workers, and one of ny judges had
cone up and pointed out that there was
sonebody wearing election nenorabilia, and
because it was -- it had a name of soneone on
the ballot. | approached himand asked himif
he could please flip his shirt inside out or
go and get a jacket fromthe car, cover it up
If he could. He said he wasn't going to do
t hat .

| said, you have to do that. You
can't wear that in here. Nobody that's on the
bal | ot, you can't wear anything. |t doesn't
matter what party, anything like that. And

he's |ike, what are you going to do about it?

| said, | can call the police. | can call
county. And then he continued to -- he
started yelling and said, | amthe police, and

pul l ed out his police badge and put it in ny
face. So that was unconfortable.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  You can take a
mnute, if you want.

MR, MELLON: M. Chairman, can |

ask a question?

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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CHAI RVMAN SM TH:  Yes, M. Mel Il on.
Ch, for Ms. Jostes? | want to give her a
chance to conpose hersel f.

MR MELLON: Right, | was going to
gi ve her a chance up here to listen to the
guestion and --

CHAI RMVAN SM TH:  Sure.

MR. MELLON:. -- conpose herself a
little bit. So when you approached him did
you identify yourself as an el ection worker or
did you have a badge or a | anyard or --

M5. JOSTES. A badge.

MR, MELLON: -- anything like
that? Al right. And did you say, hey, | ook,
|'"'ma -- what was your position again?

M5. JOSTES: I nspector.

MR. MELLON: Inspector. Did you
say |'mthe inspector for the polling place,
anyt hi ng al ong those |ines?

M5. JOSTES: No, | don't think so.
| think I just asked can you pl ease change
your shirt.

MR. REED: Had you had like a
| anyard with a --

M5. JOSTES. | just had a badge

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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like on ny shirt that had ny nane. | think it
said Inspector on it too.

MR. REED: And that, Mchelle, on
El ection Day, what do those |look Iike? | know
|'ve seen them but --

M5. FAJMAN. They're a little
| anyard that say the position, inspector,

j udges, and clerks, and then they usually put
like their first nane on there.

MR. REED: It's not |ike hidden or
tiny or --

M5, FAJMAN:  No.

MR, REED: Al right. | just
t hought naybe he woul dn't notice it.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Did you feel that
you properly let M. Allande know that you
were an election official, because you had
your badge on and --

M5. JOSTES: | had it like --
right, yeah, yeah. | didn't physically say
|"mthe inspector for this township, but it
was | abel ed right there.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ckay. And so
t hi nk you were expl aining that he had pulled

out his badge, said | amthe law, and put it

BOSS REPORTERS
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in your face and yelling at you.

M5. JOSTES: Yes.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Ckay. \What
happened after that?

M5. JOSTES: After that | was
i ke, okay, I'mgoing to call county, and I
j ust wal ked away, grabbed ny phone, got county
on the phone, and | just -- | don't know what
happened, because | was facing the other way,
but everybody was paying attention at that
poi nt because it was |oud. But the other
I nspector had cone up -- | was on the phone at
this time, but the other inspector had cone up
and, | think, just asked himto change his
shirt, and she knew him so he flipped his
shirt right there. Because she cane up to ne
and said, | just got himto change his shirt,
| know who he is, like everything is fine.

But at that point | was on the
phone, so | had -- | don't know who | was
talking to. It was probably the first person
that picked up, but I had called that office,
and | was just like I'll just report |ater
after I talk to soneone else, | guess. So, |

think that was probably it.

BOSS REPORTERS
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MR. MELLON: M. Chairman?

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Yes, M. Ml on.

MR, MELLON: Question. So there's
kind of two stories here, to ne. One is
el ectioneering, and are you saying that -- so,
he was notified that he was el ecti oneeri ng,
that he had a shirt that displayed a
candi date's nanme that was on the ballot.

M5. JOSTES: Un- huh.

MR. MELLON:  You asked himto
renove it, to switch it, do whatever. He
initially replied no to you, but then when he
spoke to sonebody he recogni zed, he then
conplied with that.

M5. JOSTES:  Uh- huh.

MR MELLON: Okay. The other
aspect is kind of, | guess, the tone or maybe
sort of |ike abusive |anguage, is kind of what
you're claimng here. You're saying that he

was sort of attacking you verbally during this

process.
M5. JOSTES. Yeah, he was cussi ng,

and like I"'mnot effing doing that, I amthe

effing police. | believe he was -- | don't

know i f he called ne any nanes after that,

BOSS REPORTERS
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but --

CHAIRVAN SM TH: D d you feel
I nti m dated?

M5. JOSTES:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  You did. You
felt intimdated.

M5. JOSTES:  Yes.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Did you feel that
he was bei ng aggressi ve towards you?

M5. JOSTES: Yes. | was scared.

MR. MELLON:  You said he put it in
your face. How close was the badge to your
face?

M5. JOSTES: | don't know. CQut of
your pocket and like -- | don't know | was
pretty close to him

MR. MELLON: But not sl ammed
agai nst you.

M5. JOSTES: Not like -- it was
like this. It wasn't like that.
(Denonstrating.)

MR. MELLON: Yeah, okay. So your
conplaint -- | guess, had the second part of
the event, sort of the unconfortable aspect of

it, not taken place, would you have filed the
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conpl ai nt of el ectioneering?

M5. JOSTES:. Probably not. |
t hi nk the | anguage and everything that had
occurred to ne was reportable. So that's why
| reported it.

MR. MELLON: | understand. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Any ot her
guestions for Ms. Jostes?

MR. BROMN: Yes. After the --

CHAl RMVAN SM TH:  Cl erk Brown.

MR. BROMN: After the other person
spoke to himand he cal ned down and did what
he had to, did you still feel intimdated or

was everything kind of snoothed over?

M5. JOSTES: | wasn't really like
worried about that. | was just like worried
about what was going to happen. | think |I was

fine at that point. Just he's going to nove
along in the line and get to the voting
machi ne, and once he gets out of here, we're
good. After that, I think it was okay, but --
CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Have you wor ked
ot her el ections besides this one?
M5. JOSTES. Yes.
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CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. Just never
as an inspector?

M5. JOSTES: No.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  What ot her
posi ti ons have you hel d?

M5. JOSTES: Oh, |'ve been a judge
and |'ve al so been the poll pad person.
can't think of what one that is, but --

M5. FAJMAN: O erk.

M5. JOSTES: derk, yes. Thank
you.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ms. Candel ari a
Rear don.

V5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Yeah, |
wanted to ask you, when you left to make the
phone call were you aware that he was
conplyi ng? To you he was not conplying and
that's why you made the conplaint originally?

M5. JOSTES: Un-huh. Yes.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  And do you
bel i eve that your training that you had,
either as a clerk or a judge or an inspector,
that you were using that training to let him
know t hat you couldn't have a person that's on

the ballot inside the polling place?
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M5. JOSTES: Un-huh. Yes.

CHAIRMAN SM TH:  Ckay. And you
bel i eved that he was, at the time that he had
the shirt on, violating what you understood
the law to be?

M5. JOSTES:  Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And is that why
you war ned hi nf?

M5. JOSTES:  Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And he di d not
conply with you; is that correct?

MS. JOSTES: Correct.

MR. REED: M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN SM TH: M. Reed.

MR REED: As to this particular
pol ling place, where was the entrance to the
pol ling place and where was the chute, if you
can describe it to us?

M5. JOSTES. Gkay. So the
bui l ding at the front doors, there's like a
|l ong hallway that leads into |ike a bigger
room and there was a |ine out the door and
i ke wapped inside for the polling place,
like lines of people to vote.

MR REED:. So let ne ask you this.
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The roomthat the voting nmachines were in, the
door into that room is that where you started
the -- is that where the ropes were started
and extended back?

M5. JOSTES. They were started at
the entry door.

CHAI RVMAN SM TH:  And t hen back
out si de.

M5. JOSTES: And then back
out si de.

MR. REED:. So they were -- nake
sure | get this straight. The entry door to
t he room where the nmachi nes were, not the
entry door to the building.

M5. JOSTES: Not that door. The
entry door to the building.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH:  So the chute
started -- the entry door to the building is
where the chute started, where the rope
start ed.

M5. JOSTES:. | think so, yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And was it --
based on what he told you, did he say anything
to the effect of I'mnot doing that, 1'll do

it when | get in the chute, or did he just say
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| ' m not doing that?

M5. JOSTES: He said |I'mnot doing

that. He was at the entry door to the room

So, we didn't see himin line at that point.

One of ny judges -- if this is |ike where the

door opens up into the room he was |ike
standi ng on the corner of |ike the door.
That's where she noticed him

CHAl RMAN SM TH: So just to be
cl ear here, when you approached hi mand he
said these things to you and he refused to
conply with what you requested, he was j ust
out si de the door to the voting room

M5. JOSTES: Correct.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: I n the buil di ng.

You were not outside.

M5. JOSTES: Correct.

CHAIl RMAN SM TH:  Ckay.

MR. REED: Even if the chute was
in the wong place --

M5. FAJMAN. He's in the room

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  He's not in the
room

MR, REED: He's not in the room

CHAIl RMAN SM TH: He's in the
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chut e.

M5. BRANDENBURG. He's in the
chute, but not in the room

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. | don't
have any further questions of M. Jostes.
However, | just want to nake sure the rest of
the Board if they have any further questions?

(No i nmmedi ate response.)

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. M. Vis,
do you have any questions?

MR. VIS. Yes. Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

EXAM NATI ON
VI S:
First, Ms. Jostes, thank you for your service.
| served as an inspector in 2008 at a polling
pl ace in Hammond, and | attenpted to enforce a
gentl eman to take off a Vote for Pedro button
and, much to ny surprise, he said this is a
novie that you're trying to enforce. |It's not
for a particular candidate. So that is ny
I nspector story fromnmany years ago, but thank
you for your service.
A couple of questions. So that |

understand, this was the first tine that you
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had been called into service as an inspector;
correct?

Correct.

And the training that you received was on that
Sat urday beforehand; correct?

Correct.

So this was new to you, being an inspector.

Ri ght, but | had worked several el ections
before. So |I kind of had a bit of a sense of
what to | ook for, and stuff |ike that.

And | recognize that that is the Knights of
Col unbus right on 41. It's ny voting spot.
Yeah.

So on that particular norning did you have any
ot hers that day where you had to approach
soneone and encourage themto renove a hat or
to renove a button, or anything?

Just one person who was wearing a sweatshirt
that had his nane on it. She didn't know. So
she went outside and took the sweatshirt off
and put it in her car.

So you approached her and asked her to change
it?

Yes.

And is that standard procedure as to how
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you' ve been taught, to give soneone an
opportunity to take off an article of

cl ot hi ng?

Yes.

Ckay. And what's your understandi ng of what
constitutes el ectioneering?

If it has their nanme on it, anybody on the
ballot's nane. It can say a slogan, and
that's what |'ve heard. That's what | | earned
in training, but as long as their name is on
it, then they can't wear it.

Ckay. The nane of the candidate; correct?

The nane of the candi date, yes.

kay. And as | reviewthis email, this was an
emai |l that you sent the followng norning. |Is
that accurate, your subm ssion to the Board?
No, it was the sane day.

It was the sane day?

Yes.
Ckay.
CHAIRVAN SM TH: | show it dated
Tuesday, Novenber 5th, at 10:11 a.m
VI S:

kay. So it was sent |ater that norning.
Correct.
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You sent it fromyour cell phone?

Yes.

Al right. So this was sent fairly quickly
after the incident happened and fresh in your
menory.

Uh- huh.

Yes?

Yes.

So when | go to the second line, it says, |
approached himand asked himif he could go to
the bathroomand flip his shirt inside out or
go grab a jacket fromthe car and zip it up.

| s that accurate?

Correct.

And at that point you hadn't nade eye contact.
Correct.

You next state, he said |I'mnot doing that,
and continued | ooking at his phone and woul d
not |l ook at ne. That's accurate?

Correct.

So up to this point he's not made eye -- he's
not turned and | ooked at you; correct?
Correct.

So at this point --

He m ght have | ooked at ne when | wal ked up
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and then pulled his phone out. |'mnot sure,
but at that point he was not.

Ckay. But fair to state to this point you
don't recall if he | ooked at you.

Correct.

Looked at your face, |ooked at your chest area
where you woul d have been | abel ed as an

i nspector; correct?

Correct.

(kay. And you never identified yourself as ny
name is Ms. Jostes, I'mthe inspector for this
whol e ar ea.

No.

Al right. So at this point it'd be fair to
say he doesn't know if the voice is com ng
from a nei ghbor that doesn't |ike hinf

| guess that's fair.

He doesn't know if it's comng froma Kamal a
Harris supporter; correct?

He doesn't know that.

He doesn't know if it's comng from soneone
that's supporting an | ndependent candi dat e;
correct?

Correct.

So at this point the two of you are talking to
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each ot her, but not |ooking at each ot her and
know ng who each other are; correct?

Uh- huh.

Yes?

Yes.

Ckay. So then you continue, you indicate to
him quote, he, neaning Trunp, is on the
bal |l ot and any itemof clothing that has a
name or a picture cannot be worn inside the
voting place; correct?

Correct.

Ckay. But you didn't indicate to himthis is
state law. You're just telling himyou can't
do this; correct?

| don't think | said it was state [ aw, but |
said he cannot do this. He cannot wear this
in the polling place.

He doesn't know if it's comng froma Joe
Johnson supporter; correct?

Correct.

You then express to himhe gets to have his
voi ce heard when he gets to the voting

machi ne, and he raised his voice and said,
what are you going to do about it; correct?

Yes.
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Ckay. At this point you still haven't nade
eye contact.

| think at that point he had finally put his
phone away and | ooked at ne. It was that
initial -- like he was still pretty cal m when
he would not |lift his eyes from his phone.

And you said you could call the police;
correct?

Yes.

And that's when he took out his wallet?

| said | can call the police or call county,
and that's when he pulled it out, pulled out

t he badge.

Ckay. Wien he pulled out his badge and showed
it to you, he didn't say don't call the
police, did he?

He said go ahead and call the police, | amthe
effing police.

Ckay. But he wasn't telling you to not call
the police; correct?

Correct.

He was okay with you calling the police.

| don't know that. | don't know that.

Did you record his badge nunber when he opened

up his wallet?
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No.

Ckay. So when you cane back inside after
maki ng the phone call, that's when you
observed that he had flipped his T-shirt over;
correct?

| was still in the roomwhen |I nmade the phone
call. | had just turned away to go towards ny
tabl e, and the inspector, the other inspector
that had got himto change his shirt, she cane
up to ne and she said -- she |like touched ny
shoul der and said, hey, | got himto flip his
shirt inside out.

kay. Did you know who he was at that point?
No.

Ckay. So within two hours of this incident
occurring, | think there was evidence put in
the record that there was a voice mail |eft
with the Lake County El ection Board, at
approximately 8:34. Wthin two hours you sent
this email; correct?

Correct.

Ckay. Who did you learn fromthat his nane
was Jason Al | ande?

The ot her inspector.

Ckay. Wo did you learn from his badge
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nunber ?

| " m not sure.

Did you text soneone in this roonf

No.

Did you text anyone in this roonf

No.

So how did you I earn his badge nunber?

| think it was sonebody else. | think it was
Tracy Haskell. She had found out --

MR. MELLON: M. Chairman, what's
the rel evance of that question? |'m not
under st andi ng the rel evance of how she | earned
hi s badge nunber.

MR VIS. M relevance is that
within less than two hours of this incident
happening not only is there a description of
what it is, but it's who he is and then
there's a specific depiction that it's a
police officer and his badge nunber.

MR REED: So what's wong with
t hat ?

MR. MELLON: Yeah, what's wong
with that? That's a way to identify him

MR VIS. Right. But ny question

in particular is, is this being exacerbated or
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i nfl amed because of who he is, once she
| ear ned who he was.

MR. MELLON: Well, | think she
| earned who he was when he showed her the
badge, that he was a police officer. Wether
or not she tracked that down, | don't see,

M. Chairman, any relevance to that question.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Wy don't you go
ahead and ask your next question.

MR VIS W can do that. That's
okay. I'mjust trying to |learn, because that
just struck nme as odd that this would be said.

MR. MELLON: Yeah, but | just
don't know what it inplies to anyone here.

MR VIS Ckay.

VI S

So afterwards his shirt is turned inside out;
Is that correct?

Yes.

Ckay. And fromwhat | understand, that day
there was one other |ady who you approached,;
correct?

Correct.

And you requested that she flip her shirt

i nside out or take it off?
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Correct.

And that's an opportunity that you give to
everyone; correct?

Yes.

Ckay. And if they conply with that
opportunity, then you don't submt a charge
against themfor electioneering; correct?
Correct.

MR VIS. Ckay. |'ve got no other
guesti ons.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Thank you,

M. Vis. Any questions of Ms. Jostes based
upon the questions of M. Vis?

MR. REED: Could you -- | believe
you said, ma'am who you m ght have gotten the
badge nunber from You said a Tracy Haskell?

M5. JOSTES: Un- huh.

MR. REED: Because | don't know if
the court reporter got that nane, but who is
Tracy Haskel | ?

M5. JOSTES: | don't know like a
specific job title, but she's always gotten ne
and ny sister to work for the el ections, so.

MR. REED: Okay. And was she part
of that board?
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M5. JOSTES. She wasn't, not that
specific one. | know she was -- she was in
that polling place. Like her voting |ocation
was also in that polling place. So she was
there that norning to vote, and since she's
gotten us to work for the elections, | had
just reached out to her.

MR. REED: Okay. That's all |
had.

CHAl RMVAN SM TH:  Thanks. Al l
right. Any other questions of M. Jostes?

(No i medi ate response.)

CHAl RMVAN SM TH:  Ckay. And,

Ms. Jostes, outside of that, | think you
nmenti oned you don't have any docunents and you
don't have any other w tnesses?

M5. JOSTES: Correct.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. M. Vis,
iIf you want to present any testinony, you can
do that now.

MR VIS. Yes. Wuld you like ne
to take ny client through it, would you I|ike
me to present it? Wlat's preferred for the
Boar d?

CHAI RMAN SM TH: | think what ever
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you can get through, however you want to is
fine by us. Just keep noving it al ong.

MR VIS. Ckay. So, | think and I
appreci ate, nunber one, there's been reference
that this has been deferred two neetings.
|'ve taken a |l ook at the letter that nmy client
received, and | want to apol ogi ze on behal f of
my client. One of the things that he does in
his vocation as an officer is deliver
subpoenas, and he clearly knows the difference
bet ween you are ordered to appear versus you
are requested to appear.

And t he one-page sheet that ny
client received in January and in February, it
doesn't indicate he's being charged with
sonething. |t just says you're requested to
attend. So it wasn't until there was a
subpoena that was submtted that ny client
under stood, no, you're obligated to be here.
So perhaps that's sonething that can be
changed down the road in these letters that
are sent out, but the letter does indicate
you' re request ed.

MR MELLON: Wl --

CHAl RMAN SM TH. M. Mell on.
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MR. MELLON: And he was request ed.
Now, nost people in this situation, they
contact us and ask why am | being requested to
appear, because there's a certain |evel of
respect for the Board and what the Board does.
In this situation, he chose not to follow that
path. So we went with -- so, you're right,
you' re not penalized in any way, shape, or
form for denying our request, but now we
I ssued a subpoena and now you're nandat ed.
So, | nean, it was an odd behavior. | wll
gi ve you that.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And | was goi ng
to say as an officer, apparently, of the
law -- | don't knowif that's who he is yet,
but |'"msure we're going to get to that, |
t hi nk that he understands about proceedi ngs,
he under stands about official proceedings, and
probably would at least -- | would think nost
people would say | better call down there and
see what's going on. But he didn't and that's
okay and | appreciate the explanation, because
we had requested and required, but --

MR VIS Sure. No, | think nost

peopl e don't understand the difference between
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the two of them |'ve got a lot of clients
that are requested to go neet juvenile
officers after they get an underage ticket and
they don't know that it's not nandatory.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: | think we -- |et
me just ask staff, do we also include a copy
of the conplaint?

M5. FAJMAN.  Yes.

M5. MESSLER  Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: W do, okay. So
he was notified of the conplaint and knew
there was a conplaint and was requested to
appear and didn't twice, but he's here now.

MR VIS: Yes.

CHAI RVMAN SMTH:  All right.

EXAM NATI ON
VI S:
Wul d you pl ease state your nane for the
record?
Jason Dai n All ande.
And, M. Allande, what do you do for a living?
|'"'ma police officer for Cedar Lake Police
Depart nent.
And how many years have you served in that

| ocati on?
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Total , 24.

And prior to that what did you do for an
occupati on?

| worked for a construction conpany.

Ckay. | want to take you to Novenber 5, 2024.
Li ke many ot her Anmericans, did you take an
opportunity to vote on that day?

Yes, | did.

Ckay. And where was your voting booth?

The Kni ghts of Col unbus off of Wcker Avenue.
Okay. And do you recall approxi mately what

time you entered that voting area that day?

|"'mnot a hundred percent. It had to have
been around 8:00 o' clock, or so. |I'm
guessi ng.

Long |ines?

Long |i nes.

And were you wearing any paraphernalia that
woul d have attached you to any particul ar
candi dat e one towards anot her?

Yes, | was. | wore a shirt that said, Trunp,
Make Anmerica G eat.

Ckay. Dark bl ue?

Yes.

Ckay. Were you aware of any prohibitions that
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restricted you fromwearing the nane of a
candi date when you went to vote?

No, | didn't know that.

Ckay. I n your 24 years of serving as an
of fi cer you' ve never been called to a voting
booth to enforce anything?

No.

In any of your training you ve never
encountered anything |like that?

No.

Do you recall seeing any signs in your -- |
didn't ask how old you were, but in your years
of voting that restrict you fromwearing a
shirt like that?

No, | didn't see anything.

Ckay. So as you waited in line, can you

pl ease share with the Board what happened
next ?

Long line. WAis sitting there nessing around
on nmy phone, and then |I had sonebody cone up
to ny left shoulder and say you can't wear
that shirt, you need to take that shirt off.
Ckay. And at this point had you seen this
person?

No, | was just paying attention to ny phone.
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Was it a femal e voice, a male voice?

A femal e voi ce.

Ckay. And what happened next?

After that, | said I'mnot going to do that.
She said you can't wear that, you're going to
have to go into the bathroom take off the
shirt or cover it or put a sweatshirt on. |
said |'"'mnot going to do that.

Let ne stop you there. At this point had the
voi ce or the person identified thensel ves as
to who they were?

No.

They hadn't stated their nane?

No.

They hadn't stated that they were a poll

I nspect or?

No.

A poll watcher?

No.

Ckay. At this point did you know who this
person may be?

No.

You didn't know if they were a Kamala Harris
supporter?

No, | had no idea.
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>

> O

O >» O P

O >

A Joe Johnson supporter, anyone?

| had no idea.

Ckay. You just wanted to be left alone at
this point.

Yes.

Al right. Wat happened next?

She asked ne again to renove ny shirt or flip

it inside out. | told her I wasn't going to
do that. | just -- | wasn't paying any
attention to her. | wasn't |ooking at her. |

just kept |ooking forward, and then she said
that she was going to call the police. | said
you can go ahead and call the police. |

pul led out ny wallet, | went like this, | said
| amthe police, call them

Ckay. So at this point you weren't saying
don't call the police.

No.

You were wel com ng a phone call to the police.
Yes.

At this point you didn't understand what the

I ssue was. |s that accurate?

A hundred percent accurate.

Ckay. At this point had you seen her face or

anyt hing on her body that denonstrated to you
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> O

that she was acting in an official capacity?
No. | didn't want to nmake any ki nd of eye
contact or start any kind of issue. | just
wanted to be | eft al one.

Ckay. So after you showing to her that you
were the police, did you put your wallet back
I n your pocket?

Yes.

What happened next?

She wal ked away. | kind of |ooked at her and
saw that it was a younger fenmal e from behind,
and then ny nei ghbor cane wal king up to ne,
and | knew that she was working the polls, and
she goes, Jay, you can't wear that, turn it

i nside out. And then she -- oh, | had no

I dea, does she work here? And she said, yes.
So | said, oh, I'msorry, and | flipped it
inside out, and said tell her I'msorry.

What happened next? Anything el se beyond

t hat ?

| waited in line for the next half an hour, or
so, voted, and left.

Ckay. Al right. Wen you think back, if she
woul d have introduced herself as a poll

I nspector, would your response have been
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di fferent?
A hundred percent.
And how woul d your response have been
di fferent?
| woul d have went and changed ny shirt or
covered it or did whatever she wanted. | did
not know she worked there and I didn't know
that | couldn't wear that shirt.
Ckay. As you think back on that situation, do
you want to apologize to Ms. Jostes for any
intimations that she nmay have experienced from
you?
110 percent. | did raise ny voice and |
apol ogi ze for that one hundred percent. |
shoul dn't have. | got to the point where |
was getting upset and | shoul d have never
raised ny voice. It was inappropriate.
At that point it was your perception that she
was soneone that stood for an opposing
viewpoint. That's what you believed?
That's what | believed. | had never had
sonebody cone up and tell ne that | have to
take ny shirt off. | had no idea.

MR VIS | have no further

guesti ons.
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CHAl RMAN SM TH.  All right. Does
t he Board have any questions of M. Allande?

MR. BROMN: Yes, M. Chair.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  d erk Brown.

MR. BROAN. | can appreciate your
apol ogy to the young lady at this tine and
respect you for your service as a police
officer. M father served as a police officer
in the '70s. The thing that |'m concerned
about is the raising of the voice, because as
an officer, generally, if soneone raises their
voice to you, you act on it, aml right, tell
themto cal m down?

MR. ALLANDE: |'msorry?

MR. BROMN: Can you hear ne?

Ckay. | said the thing I'mconcerned about is
the raising of the voice, when you raised your
voice to her. |'msaying in your capacity --
you' re saying you don't want to be bothered,
but in your capacity as a professional and a
police officer, people raise their voice to
you on a regul ar basis?

MR. ALLANDE: Yes.

MR. BROMWN:  And you tend to calm

the situation down; right?
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MR, ALLANDE: Yeah.

MR. BROMN: Right. Oay. Good.
So even though you didn't know who she was and
she asked you to do what she asked you to do,

I nstead of raising your voice, had you

consi dered just having a conversation with her
to find out why she asked you that? In ny
experience as a precinct conmtteenman and a
person who goes out to early voting sites on a
regul ar basis, |I'mconstantly having to tell
people to take off their button.

Because there is a bit of
confusi on, because you can take political
stuff inside the voting booth, but people do
tend to show their support for the person
they're voting for and no one has a problem
But once you get inside the chute and in that
area, we train the workers to do just what she
did. Wat she did was within reason.

So all I"'msaying to you is, |
woul d suggest in the future -- not just you,
but anyone el se, if sonebody goes out to vote
and soneone approaches you and says sonet hi ng,
I nstead of questioning themor speaking in a

hi gh tone -- because | saw how unconfortabl e
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she was this nmorning and that bothered ne. |
have daughters nyself. That you shoul d speak
in a tone that you're professionally known to
speak. Because in your profession it's your
responsibility to keep things as cal mas
possible. Am1 right?

MR ALLANDE: Correct. | did not
raise ny voice at the beginning. It took
several tinmes of her telling ne what to do, to
the point where | raised ny voice to | eave ne
al one. You know, | raised ny voice to show
her | don't want to be engaged in that kind of
conver sati on.

MR. BROMN: Well, | can respect
that you didn't want to be engaged. The issue
IS not about the conversation. The issue is
about what you had on and the fact that it was
her responsibility and her job to ask you to
just sinply, you know, do what your nei ghbor
asked you to do. It's real sinple. Nothing
nore than that.

And as | said, |I'"'mconstantly
going to whether they're nunicipal or national
el ections, people have the right to show their

support for whoever they support. That's not
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the issue. But when you get into that area of
voting, we also have the right to respect
everyone's right by not displaying that and
wait until you get behind the booth to do what
you want to do.

MR, ALLANDE: If | would have
known she worked there, then it would have
been a different situation. | had no idea.

MR BROMN: So, | don't disagree
wi th you about that you did not know. \What
|"msaying to you is, it would have been nice
to engage with her, after she nade the comrent
to you, to find out who she was and why she
made the comment. Even though, in your
opi nion, you said in your years of being a
prof essional that you hadn't engaged in that
situation as a police officer, | can respect
that as well. But when soneone else is
speaking to you and they are in charge at that
particular time, it's our responsibility to
ki nd of step back and kind of work with them
That's all |'m saying.

MR ALLANDE: Ckay.

CHAI RMVAN SM TH:  Any ot her

guestions of M. Allande?

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090

54


https://www.bossreporters.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N D D NN NMNMNDN PP P P PP PPk
ga A W N P O © 0 N OO O b WO N L, O

BOARD MEETING 51

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON: M.
Chai r man?

CHAIRMAN SM TH: Ms. Reardon, yes.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON: |I'm
wondering, M. Allande -- thank you, by the
way, for your service. | know that you have a
difficult job. And would you say it's a 24/7
j ob?

MR ALLANDE: |[If | |eave the
house, yeah. | nean, if I'mnot at hone, if
you're --

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON: Ri ght.
So, as a police officer, you're held to a
certain standard of behavior. Do you think
that you net -- your interaction with this
pol | worker net that standard that you hold
yourself to professionally?

MR, ALLANDE: Yes.

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON: So when
you whi pped out your badge, that was to
educate and informand not intim date?

MR. ALLANDE: No, | opened up ny
badge and | didn't whip it out. | didn't
throwit in anybody's face. | opened it up,

because | said | ama police officer, not
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to -- just to show I'mnot |ying about being a
police officer. Go ahead and call the police,
if that's what you want. | just --

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON: And you
are engagi ng her at that tinme and you never
saw the sticker that said Inspector on her
| apel ?

MR, ALLANDE: No.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:  And in
the 30 mnutes after you decided to change
your shirt, you didn't have an opportunity to
apol ogi ze to the inspector for your behavior
that you regretted once you found out she

wor ked t here?

MR ALLANDE: | just wanted to get
done and out of there. | wanted to vote and
| eave.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:.  Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Any ot her
questions of M. Allande?

MR. REED: Just to clarify the
record.

CHAl RMAN SM TH. M. Reed.

MR. REED: The entire interaction,
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until one of the people that you knew and
recogni zed as an actual poll worker told you,
you were not aware, in your mnd, that she was
actually working at that point.

MR. ALLANDE: A hundred percent.

MR. REED: | think your attorney
went through that, but I just wanted to nake
that clear for the record.

During the course of that norning,
not knowi ng who that person is, was it your
I npression that she supported anot her
candi date and was trying to start an argunent
wWith you or was it -- what was it?

MR. ALLANDE: That's what | was
assumng. That's why | didn't nmake eye
contact. That's why | said |'m not doing
that, and | didn't want to interact.

MR. REED: That's all | have.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  So are you sayi ng
that -- I'msorry, anybody el se have any
guestions?

(No i medi ate response.)

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. So
you're saying after you said go ahead and call

the police, | amthe law, and you saw her wal k
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back in and you saw her wal k back out and
she's going in and out of the polling place,
you just thought she was sone voter going in
and out of --

MR VIS. |I'mgoing to object for
the record that that's a recharacterization
of --

CHAl RMAN SM TH. Let ne ask you
this question then. D d you ever see her --
after you pulled out your badge and said go
ahead and call the police, did you ever see
her after that point?

MR. ALLANDE: Not that | recall,
no. | didn't pay any attention to it.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. |'ve got
sonme nore questions for you. Have you ever

heard the phrase ignorance of the lawis no

def ense?

MR, ALLANDE: Yes.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: | f you pull ne
over in Cedar Lake and -- you pull ne over and

on my dashboard just sitting out there in
plain view for you |I've got a bag of cocaine.
|'ve never done that, but this is a

hypot het i cal .
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(I'naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And you say, hey,
sir, you know you can't -- is that cocaine? |
say, yeah, it's cocaine. And you say you know
you can't have cocaine in this state, it's
agai nst the law, because it is. R ght?

MR ALLANDE: Unh- huh.

CHAIRMAN SMTH: And | say to you
| didn't know that, | didn't know | coul dn't
have cocai ne, would you still arrest ne?

MR. ALLANDE: Yes.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Al right.

MR VIS. 1I'mgoing to object to
this line of testinony. It m scharacterizes
the standard that's al ready been set, but go
ahead.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: | amgoing to go
ahead.

MR, VIS. This is the weirdest
tribunal, just for the record.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Yeah. So woul d
you consider that as a police officer you have
a position of authority?

MR, ALLANDE: Yes.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  And do you expect
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peopl e to respect that authority when they
Interact wwth you? Wether they do or not,
|"msure in today's day and age you probably
don't get the respect you did when you started
24 years ago.

MR, ALLANDE: | woul d hope that
t hey woul d.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  Yes, you woul d
hope they would; right?

MR, ALLANDE: Uh- huh.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And woul d you
al so expect that people that are working at a
polling place in a position of authority, such
as inspector, judge, or clerk, should also get
t hat respect?

MR, ALLANDE: Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Was Ms. Jostes
rude to you at all when she asked you to take
it off?

MR, ALLANDE: No.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  She did it
politely, didn't she.

MR. ALLANDE: Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al right. And

she al so nentioned that you swore at her. Do
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you renmenber swearing at her?

MR. ALLANDE: | do not renenber
swearing at her.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Now, you
nmentioned that you didn't | ook up from your
phone. At sone point | assune you did.

MR, ALLANDE: Yes.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Ckay. Wen you
go --

MR. ALLANDE: Once she --

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Go ahead, tell ne
when you did.

MR. ALLANDE: Once she started
wal ki ng away and she said she was calling the
police, that's when | turned and | ooked and
saw that it was a young lady. She was wal ki ng
tony left, and then I just | ooked up, and
then ny nei ghbor cone wal ki ng up and said you
can't wear that shirt. And like | said, |
knew she worked for the polling place, so |
instantly turned it inside out while | was in
l'i ne.

CHAl RMVAN SM TH: That seens to be
alittle contradictory fromthe testinony

earlier, because | think what you said was --

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090

61


https://www.bossreporters.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N D D NN NMNMNDN PP P P PP PPk
ga A W N P O © 0 N OO O b WO N L, O

BOARD MEETING

58

and, again, please feel free to explainit if
you' d like, is that she said |'mgoing to call
the police and you pulled your badge out and
you said go ahead and call the police and you
showed it to her. So she wasn't wal ki ng away
fromyou at that point. She was right in
front of you; correct?

MR. ALLANDE: She wasn't in front
of me. She was to ny left.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Ckay. She was to
your |eft. Like between what, ne and the
flag?

MR. ALLANDE: Yeah, probably.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ckay. So she's

right there. You're |looking at her at that

poi nt .
MR VIS. For the record --
CHAIRMAN SMTH: |I'mjust going to
call it about three feet.
MR VIS. Well, it's about six

feet between you and the flag, three feet
bet ween you and your arm
(I'naudi bl e; talking in unison.)
MR. MELLON: Can we agree on

five feet?
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MR REED: It's actually five-two.

MR VIS Perfect.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Yeah, let's say
somewhere between three and five feet. All
right. And at that point your testinony here
today is you don't see her with a badge.

MR. ALLANDE: Yes, because when
she said I"'mcalling the police, |I pulled the
badge out of ny pocket, | went |ike this, and
| said | amthe police and went |ike that.

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Ckay. But do you
have -- | guess just as a fundanental question
to you, as a police officer, do you feel that
it's appropriate when soneone says |' m goi ng
to call the police, to pull out your badge and
say go ahead, | amthe police?

MR. ALLANDE: At that time that's
just how I reacted.

CHAl RMAN SM TH. | nean, do you
have any issue -- just |ooking back maybe.

All right? As you sit here today and reflect,
do you think -- do you, as a police officer,
do you believe that it's a good idea to just
flaunt the authority you have and say to

peopl e, nenbers of the public, whether they're

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090

63


https://www.bossreporters.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N D D NN NMNMNDN PP P P PP PPk
ga A W N P O © 0 N OO O b WO N L, O

BOARD MEETING 60

an i nspector or, apparently, sonebody that you
t hought may be supporting an opposi ng

candi date, to just kind of say |ike do what
you want, | amthe police? Do you think
that's appropriate?

MR VIS.: 1I'mgoing to object to
the characterization of flaunting authority.
But go ahead and answer his questi on.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Sure.

MR. ALLANDE: No, | ooking back on
it, I wsh things woul d have happened
differently. |If she would have just wal ked up
and identified herself, this would have never
happened.

CHAIRVMAN SMTH: So if she -- so
you' re sayi ng because she didn't identify
hersel f, you thought it was okay to pull out
your badge and say, go ahead, | amthe police.

MR. ALLANDE: Wen she cane up and
started out with you need to take the shirt
off, I didn't know who she was. | didn't
I mredi ately pull out ny badge and start saying
"' mthe police.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ckay. Wen you

pul | over people, do you always conme up and
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say | amthe police?

MR, ALLANDE: Well, I'min a fully
mar ked car and a uniformand | introduce
myself. | am Corporal Allande, Cedar Lake

Police Departnent, the reason why | pulled you
over. So | identify nyself.

MR. REED: The reason why | pulled
you over is because you had a bag of cocai ne.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: That's right, on
nmy dashboard. Do you feel that you were
being, let's say -- I'mtrying to think of the
right word. By not |ooking up, | just feel
i ke you were al nost being dism ssive of what
she was saying. Do you feel |ike you were
di sm ssive when she said, hey, you need to
turn that inside out?

MR, ALLANDE: No. | didn't want
to engage wth sonebody who cones up and
starts telling ne | can't wear a certain
shirt. | didn't know | could not wear that
shirt. So why engage with sonebody that |eads
right off the bat telling ne what | need to
do.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  She wasn't bei ng

rude.
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MR, ALLANDE: No.

CHAI RMAN SM TH. M. Mel | on.

MR, MELLON: M. Chairman, you
know, we can harp on this forever. | think
there's a lot of weird things going on here,
but the two issues that we're facing overall
Is electioneering and then, ultimtely, what |
woul d classify as rude and to the point of
being extrenely rude. You know, | think it's
hard to believe overall that at sone point we
didn't see a badge, we had no idea this person
had any | evel of authority.

W do have a young woman here who
you rai sed your voice at. In politics we're
getting nore and nore conplaints |ike these
because there is -- there's rude, there's
curt, there's horrifying behavior that's
taking place, and we're not treating people
like we're living in a society anynore.

| nstead, we're sitting on our phones thinking,

well, you can't tell me what to do, you know,
| amthis, | amthat, you shut up, you don't
listen to nme, | think I know the rul es.

And the Chairman is right, | nean,

the fact that you didn't know the rules really
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has no bearing on anything, in all honesty,
whet her or not that you do or not. And
sonebody asking you to do this, | nean, |
woul d assunme there would be sonme back and
forth, and so I kind of assune there was a
know edge that this may be sonebody who's
wor ki ng there.

But, M. Chairman, all that
aside -- I'mkind of in the m ddle of
sonething, Mke, |I'd appreciate it.

MR. TOLBERT: No, |I'mjust --

MR. MELLON: But, M. Chairman --

CHAI RVMAN SM TH: M. Mel | on.

MR. MELLON: -- we've dealt with
el ecti oneering many, many tines, okay, and
usual ly when we refer to the prosecutor's
office is because there was a fl agrant
violation. They knew they were violating the
| aw and they refused to conply with the | aw
That is not the case here. Both these parties
make the sane statenent, that he didn't know
t hat he was supposed to do it, he questioned
her, and then when he did find out, he
conpl i ed.

Now, whet her or not he should have
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conplied earlier or should have conplied in a
nore polite way, that's an entirely debatable
I ssue, but he did conmply. So, to ne, the
el ectioneering discussion is sort of off the
table. So | don't see that this rises to an
el ection law violation. Now, there's the
absol ute and I think unequi vocal rudeness that
took place. | think that had you not
apol ogi zed initially formally on the record, |
woul d al nost demand that you do, because |
think it's crass and it's horrible and this is
what's wong with society.

You know, whet her you support the
Denocrats or the Republicans or the
| ndependents, we all try to act like we're the
good guys, but then when the reality sets in,
we're all the bad guys. W all treat people
like this, and we can't sit back, we can't
listen to each other, we can't have a civil
conversation. W keep our heads down, staring
at our phones, telling themyou can't tell ne
what to do. It's just -- it's a horrible
situation, and | hope that the people in this
roomw |l rise above it at sone point.

But, M. Chairman, | don't see an
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el ection law violation and I would like to
make a notion to deny the conplaint.

CHAIRVAN SMTH. Can | ask you to
hol d that notion because |I'd like to just
finish wwth the hearing part of it. | wll
entertain it inalittle bit, but M. Reed and
then M. Tol bert has --

MR REED:. Mke, it'll just be
real quick

MR, TOLBERT: | don't need that
| ong.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And | was goi ng
to allow discussion after the notion, if we
wanted to argue the --

MR, REED: | don't knowif M. Vis
or his client have any input on this, but we
keep tal ki ng about | ooki ng down at your phone
and not engaging, it's dismssive or it's
rude. | can just tell you from personal
experience if soneone is saying sonething or |
can tell they want to start sonething, the
nore dismssive | am the better off this is
all going to be.

If | ook at my phone or if I've

got sonething that's just not inportant to ne,
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if I look at you and | start engagi ng,
92 percent chance it's going to get worse.
woul d rat her just | ook away and pretend |ike
it didn't happen. That's ne. | nean, that's
what |'mgetting the feeling fromhim If he
doesn't know who this is and he thinks it's
soneone supporting soneone else, if | were
standing there -- I'mnot a huge fan of being
told what to do, just ask ny wife, but |
just -- you know, of course, | always conply.

But it's one of those things where
the nore | engage, the nore escalated that's
going to get. |I'mnot paying attention to
you, stop talking to nme, and go away, is the
inpression | prefer to give out. So | don't
put as nmuch stock in the fact that he didn't
engage. But like M. Mllon said, the
rudeness, if there was cursing -- and | have
no reason to disbelieve this lady. | think
that did happen. In ny judge of credibility,
| think it did and | think it's terrible.

But be that as it may, | just want
to make the point that | think being
di sm ssive of soneone el se when they're com ng

after you or telling you to do sonething that
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you don't want to do, probably is a better way
to deescal ate sonething. But that's just ny
two cents.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: | appreciate
that. M. Tol bert?

MR. TOLBERT: Yeah, | guess the
only point | wanted to make is | wanted to
make sure that we frane the issues, because |
think this has been continued tw ce and --

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Can | -- | just
want to nake sure. Do you want to do that now
or do you want to do that once we get the
notion, because | want to nmake sure that
nobody has ot her questions of M. Allande. |Is
t hat okay?

MR TOLBERT: That's fine, yeah,
if you want to get everybody -- yeah.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: M. Mellon, kind
of made an argunent, which I'mfine wth.

MR MELLON: Well, | thought
everyone was asked.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Well, | didn't
really ask if there were any other questions.

(I'naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

CHAIl RMAN SM TH: | just want to
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make sure nobody el se -- does anybody el se
have any ot her questions of M. Allande from
t he Board?

(No i nmmedi ate response.)

CHAIRMVAN SM TH:  All right. Okay.
Ms. Jostes, do you have any questions of
M. Al ande?

M5. JOSTES: No.

CHAIRMAN SM TH: M. Vis, do you
have any ot her evidence to present, not
ar gunent ?

MR VIS. No further evidence.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ckay. So then
we' |l consider the hearing part of it closed.
M. Mellon has nade a notion, which I wll now
entertain.

MR, MELLON: My notion was to
di sm ss the conpl ai nt because | don't see any
violation of election law. | still -- | guess
there's a second bite of the apple, but --

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Well, let nme get
a second.

MR MELLON: I'mstill making ny
not i on.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al right. Make
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your notion.

MR. MELLON: | nmeke a notion to
di sm ss.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Do we have a
second?

MR. REED: |'ll second.

CHAIl RMAN SM TH:  Seconded by
M. Reed, nmotion by M. Mllon. D scussion.
M. Tol bert.

MR. TOLBERT: The only thing |
wanted to say is, | know this has been
continued a fewtines and | know it's kind of
surrounded whet her there was el ectioneering or
not, but | know in the | ast neeting there was
really two issues that | saw when we | ooked at
this conplaint fromthe tine that it canme in.
It wasn't just el ectioneering.

| do respect M. Mellon's kind of
account of what he believes the issue is, but
| believe it's nore than just el ectioneering.
There was al so a conponent of obstruction and
interference wwth an election officer, and |
think that's really the issue and | think it
rises nore to a level of --

MR, MELLON: M. Chairman -- and
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|"'mdirecting this to you, Mke. Wat |I'm
failing to see in that is where the
obstruction took place, because nobody was
prevented fromvoting and nobody was prevented
from doing their job.

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Do we have a
citation?

MR, TOLBERT: Yeah, that's Indiana
Code 3-14-3-4.

M5. BRANDENBURG  And it says,
know ngly obstructs or interferes with an
el ection officer.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Read it agai n,
" m sorry.

MR, TOLBERT: 3-14-3-4.

MR, MELLON: And what aspect of

the job would be the obstruction?

MR. TOLBERT: M point is -- |I'm
not advocating for either party. |'m
objective in this. |I'mjust |ooking at the

facts and | ooking at the fact that we have to
account for every fact that conmes in. And the
know ngly part is, | don't think -- | think
Chai rman buffed up against it. | don't think

you can put yourself in a position of being
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unknow ngly. That's the problemthat | have.

| thing that -- you know, | don't want to give
a cocai ne exanple, but if | was

driving through --

MR. REED:. Let's just say heroin.

(I'naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

MR. TOLBERT: If | encountered a
officer of any ilk, of Gary, Cedar Lake, or
any officer, and they said, you know, what are
you doing -- because a |ot of tines officers
don't necessarily always identify thensel ves,
as, hey, I'ma police officer before they
start to inquire.

| don't have the benefit of just
| ooki ng at ny phone and being dism ssive. |
can't put nyself in a situation where | don't
know who |I'mtalking to or who |'m addressi ng.
So, |I'mnot advocating one way or the other,
but nmy point is, |I think there's enough to at
| east consider whether or not his actions were
know ngly.

MR, MELLON: | just want to get
back to that. M. Chairman, if we could all
keep it down a little over there.

(I'naudi bl e; talking in unison.)
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MR, MELLON: | guess what |I'm
sayi ng, though, is, look, | understand what
you're saying. | know the rudeness, the

curtness. There's a lot of weird things that
went on during this exchange, and | don't

di sagree with that, and that's why | think the
apol ogy was appropri ate, because, for ne, |
woul d be very apologetic. But the obstruction
of her doing her job, so know ngly
obstructing, there is always know ngly and not
know ngly. | don't disagree with that.

MR VIS M. Chairman, if | may?

CHAIRVAN SM TH: M. Ml lon has
the floor --

MR. MELLON: And | don't think we
were --

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  And by the way,
on a point of order, let ne just nmake a ruling
on that. There's been a notion. It's been
properly seconded. W're in discussion from
the Board. So we're not taking anything
further fromthe parties. M. Mllon has the
floor.

MR, MELLON: Al right. Thank

you. | don't see in any way, shape, or form
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that there was any obstruction. Wat was she
prevented from doing her job? There was

di sagreenent, there was di scussion, there was
rudeness. W can argue all those different

t hi ngs, but the obstruction of the job, and
especially with himthen eventually conplyi ng,
| don't see -- if you can help ne, | could be
m ssing a nuance here.

If there's an aspect of the
exchange that created obstruction, I'd love to
hear it. That's why ny notion to dismss in
its entirety is because | think that there was
no obstruction and there was no el ectioneering
t hat took pl ace.

MR TOLBERT: Well, I think it
prevented her from doi ng her job.

MR, MELLON: But was it --

MR. TOLBERT: The statute --

COURT REPORTER Wait, wait, one
at a tine, please.

MR. TOLBERT: [|'msorry. She
wasn't able to correct a voter who was,
obvi ously, within the chute or the polling
pl ace to correct his or her behavior from

el ectioneering, which is what she was trying
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to do, and there was a separate el ection
of ficer that actually had to do that.

MR. MELLON: But the behavi or was
corrected eventually. Now, whether or not
there was influence perhaps that she had over
himin that initial discussion, | don't know.
So | don't want to speculate on that aspect.
The behavi or was corrected. The
el ectioneering that was potentially there was
eradicated. So | don't see it.

MR. TOLBERT: That's fair.

MR, REED: If | can add --

CHAI RMAN SM TH: M. Reed.

MR. REED:. If | can add to that
just alittle bit. The part that | find
telling about that it not being el ectioneering
and not bei ng soneone who wouldn't conply is
t he nonent he was confronted by soneone who he
knew who t he person was, knew that person was
a nmenber of the board that day, imedi ately
conpl i ed.

That tells nme if he knew who the
person was, he would have conplied initially.
When you say, well, | didn't know, | didn't
see the badge, | didn't ook, | don't find
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t hat di singenuous at all. Because the nonent
he saw soneone that he knew was working the
el ection that day, he conpli ed.

MR, TOLBERT: | took that nore
as -- again, I'mlistening wwth ny |awer ear.
| took that to nean nore so it was his
nei ghbor. | think that if it wasn't his
nei ghbor and it was just sone other election
of ficer, they would have net the sane fate as
this young lady. | know it's specul ation, but
| think it was nore so the nei ghbor being nore
of a connecti on.

MR. REED: | think he nmade it
clear that is was his nei ghbor and he knew
that she worked in that polling place. He
made that clear when he testified.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Can | have the
el ecti oneering statute?

M5. BRANDENBURG  El ecti oneeri ng
Is 3-14-3-16, and C woul d be specifically.
Knowi ng isn't an aspect of electioneering, but
as far as the Board's handling of these
matters, and | think very consistent with how
Ms. Jostes handl ed this that day commendably,

that her first goal was to correct the
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problem and typically when a voter does
correct the problem the Board has not pursued
referral to the prosecutor for electioneering.

So as far as the el ectioneering
statute, knowing isn't the aspect of that.
Knowi ng is the aspect of 3-14-3-4, obstruction
of or inference with. That requires know ngly
obstructs or interferes with an el ection
officer in the discharge of the officer's
duty. The knowi ng aspect, as | heard it,
really doesn't appear to be present. The
obstruction aspect doesn't appear to be
present.

The el ectioneering did occur. W
understand he was in the chute. There may
have been sone problem potentially, as | heard
the facts, how the chute was designated. But,
regardless, | think the testinony was cl ear
that when O ficer Allande | earned froma poll
wor ker, who he knew to be a poll worker and
knew had that authority, that he conplied.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Yeah, | guess, |
just -- 1 think there is two conponents to
this, and I just want to nake sure |

understand the notion. The notion is to,
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because the electioneering didn't rise to the
| evel of an election violation, that we shoul d
di sm ss the conpl ai nt.

There i s anot her conponent of
this, which is the obstruction or interference
of an election officer or voter. | don't
think in that statute, 3-14-3-4, | don't think
there's any question that Ms. Jostes was
di scharging her duties that day. There's no
guestion that she was an officer, an election
officer that day. So, really, the focus is on
the know ngly part.

MR. MELLON: Well, whether or not
there was an obstruction that took place.

Just because two peopl e have a di sagreenent or
an argunent, M. Chairman, doesn't nean that
they were prevented fromdoing their job or

t hat person was know ngly obstructing the
voting process.

CHAIRVAN SMTH:  Well, it doesn't
have to be obstructing the voting process.
It's whether or not the discharge of her
duti es, what she was doing.

MR, MELLON: M. Chairman, if |

could just -- and | apologize for interjecting
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t oo much.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  That's okay.
Just let me finish ny summary and |'I[ --

MR, MELLON: | know you know how

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  It's you.

MR. MELLON: Yeah, so, but here's
what the problemis, we | ook back at the
process and what we've done in the past, and
we are a quasi judicial board, and our options
here are to dismss or to refer this to the
prosecutor's office for violation of election
| aw, and there are sone things in between that
we can do.

Sonetines we can ask people to
apol ogi ze, make a formal apol ogy, sonething
al ong those lines, is always a good idea. But
if we refer sonething like this to the
prosecutor's office, | fear that we are going
down a partisan path and what we're going to
end up doing is, we're going to | ose our
credibility with the prosecutor's office.

You had a violation, a potenti al
violation of election | aw that was corrected

and you had two people who had -- who had a
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rude interaction between them (Ckay? That is
not intimdation. That is not preventing
sonebody fromdoing their job. And if we
start referring things like that, I'mgoing to
tell you, we're going to -- we're going to
refer everything to the prosecutor's office
over the next couple years, because we see
these things, we see these kind of situations
all the tinme, M. Chairnman, and you know t hat
as well as | do.

MR REED:. If | can just add to
that just a small bit. So, | read everything
I n the agenda, and everything, before we got
here over the last couple of days. | can tell
you, before | cane to this neeting | didn't
hear the word obstruction or interference with
an el ection worker one tine. | cane here
today. She canme here to testify as to and
they cane here to defend an el ectioneering
conplaint. Now |I'mreadi ng the obstruction
statute while | sit here.

MR. TOLBERT: Just for the record,
we nentioned it at the | ast neeting.

MR. REED: We m ght have nenti oned

it, but in these materials today, Item No. 7
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in nmy agenda is the el ectioneering statute.
The obstruction statute is not here. Wat
would lead ne to believe | was here to hear
that today? | think if you're going to defend
yourself froma charge, you ought to know what
t hat charge is.

MR VIS: My | speak on behal f of
my client?

CHAIl RMAN SM TH: | just want to
see if there's anynore Board --

MR. REED:. Well, Mchelle has her
hand up.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Are there any
ot her Board comrents on this? | want to just
state for the record, | thought we did talk
about obstruction at the |last neeting. |[|'d
have to | ook at the mnutes and get to the
exact spot.

MR, REED: But tal king about it
and actually being charged with it and
defending it are different things, not that
this is trial in any way, shape, or form |
don't want to go into court defending a RICO
case and find out |I've got -- we're going to

spring up mail fraud on Thursday.
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CHAl RMAN SM TH: Right, and that's
why it gets referred to the prosecutor. The
prosecutor wll make the charges on the
def endant, but --

MR. TOLBERT: Can | nake one
poi nt ?

CHAl RMAN SM TH: M. Tol bert.

MR TOLBERT: So if you | ook at
the m nutes of March 18, 2025, on Page 17,
Line 16, it specifically references the
obstruction statute.

MR, MELLON: Who referenced it?
| s that you, M. Tol bert?

MR. TOLBERT: Yeah, | referenced

MR MELLON. Well, maybe you

shoul d have filed the conpl aint.

MR TOLBERT: Well, |I'mjust
trying to --

MR. REED: He's not | oking.

MR. TOLBERT: |'mjust trying to
give the Board the information. | don't think

thisis -- ny point is, | don't think this is
a surprise and I think we tal ked about this

al ways in two conponents, which is
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el ectioneering and al so obstruction. |'m not
saying that he did it. Al I'msayingis --

MR. MELLON: But | think that
that's sonething that you brought up. | don't
think the conplaint tal ked about obstruction,
and | think you brought that up at the | ast
meeting and | think you're bringing it up
again today, and | don't think | agree with it
on either occasion.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: | just want to
read part of the transcript fromour neeting
that day. M. Mellon said: M. Chairnan,
right now |'ve got a person who filed the
conpl aint who isn't here, but |'ve got an
email fromthat person. So w thout the target
of the conplaint stating the facts aren't
true, | have to nmke the assunption that every
word is true. Correct?

And | said: | nean, we're not a
court law. We don't have the strict
evidentiary standards. W have a statenent
from sonmeone and we do not have a response. |
woul d agree with that.

M. Mellon said: Right. So, |

guess what ny point is, I'mnot a big fan of
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M. Allande ignoring our request to cone in
over this. W had tal ked about a referral to
the prosecutors, with the attorneys
establishing a conversation with the
prosecutor's office so we can sit down and
talk wth them

Ms. Brandenburg said: Yep.

M. Mellon said: Obviously, if
there's truth to it, which | have to assune at
this point there's a hundred percent truth to
it, that this person was engaged in
el ectioneering and voter intimdation with the
statenent that "I amthe police". So, to ne,
our board is done with this. This needs to go
to the prosecutor's office and we need to try
to see if we can get this prosecuted for voter
intimdation and el ecti oneeri ng.

MR. REED: And there's sonething
in that statenent that's 100 percent accurate,
until we heard the testinony today.

MR. MELLON: Correct.

CHAI RMAN SM TH: | know, but the
reason | read that is because it wasn't just a
di scussi on about el ecti oneeri ng.

MR. MELLON: That was later in a
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conversation with M ke.

MR. REED: Renenber, you said the
word voter intimdation.

CHAI RMAN SM TH: | just read from
the transcri pt.

MR. MELLON:  You didn't say
obstruction. You said argunent was nade of
obstructi on.

MR. REED: You said that when you
read it fromthe transcript, but that says
voter intimdation. That doesn't say
obstruction. |'mlooking at the Board packet,
whi ch is what |I'm supposed to be studying
before | conme to these things, and it doesn't
say that. |[|'ve got Attorney Vis here who's
trying to defend his client and doesn't know
he's being charge with that.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  He's not being
charged right now.

MR. REED: Being brought in to
specul ate as to whether or not that's a
referral.

CHAI RVMAN SM TH: | nean, these
things are pretty fluid at tinmes when we have

these hearings. |It's not |like we sit here and
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say you've been -- we're going to look into
this statute, we're |ooking into that statute.
Qur job as a board is to determ ne whether or
not there's been a violation or we believe
that there's enough evidence to refer to the
prosecut or because we believe there's been a
violation of election law. W never said
we're only looking at this statute. | think,
general ly, the Board has determ ned after the
evi dence, hey, what is out there, what nmay be
vi ol at ed.

MR, TOLBERT: And just for the
record and | want to nake sure -- and, again,
| "' m not advocating for one side or the other,
but | think the context of the conversation
stemmed around -- tal ked about voter
intimdation, and | think the reason this
statute cane up is because | wanted to really
make sure that we were accurate in terns of
the factual basis that was provided.

That's the only reason | nentioned
the statute is because she was an el ection
officer, and it wasn't a voter that was being
intimdated, it was her, and that's why |

threw that out for the Board's --
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CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And | just want
to nention this to M. Mllon's point. It's
like the electioneering -- and Ms. Brandenburg
pointed this out, the el ectioneering statute
doesn't require a know ng el enent. However, |
think to Ms. Brandenburg's point also and
M. Mellon's point, in practice, we have been
very understandi ng of situations where, you
know, were you told what to do, did you know
about this.

| nmean, even today | think the
practice that Ms. Jostes put forth in what she
did that day is probably what we want to see
our election workers do. W don't want to
have people pulled out of |ine and say | want
the sheriff to cone down here and arrest you
for electioneering because you're in the chute
with a shirt on, whatever candidate it is.

And so | really do understand that point of
it, and I wouldn't sit here and say, oh, well,
the letter of the |l aw says he was

el ectioneering because he had that shirt on,
he had a shirt on of a candidate in that

chut e.

If | was just real rigid, |'d say,
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oh, well, that's electioneering, let's refer
to the prosecutor. | think we've done a very
good job on this Board on giving people an
opportunity to, nunber one, defend thensel ves;
nunber two, we've done a very good job on this
Board of taking testinony in and understandi ng
what the issues are.

But | don't think we've been so
rigid where we say, oh, this is what the
conpl ai nt says, we have to stick to the
statute. So | appreciate the fact that
M. Tol bert has brought up this other
potential situation and statute so that we can
|l ook at it and discuss it. | feel that, as
far as the el ectioneering goes, I'mwth you.
| think he ended up conplying.

Whet her or not | believe the fact
he didn't know that Ms. Jostes was an el ection
officer, I"'mnot sure | do believe that, but I
do understand that he, when confronted by his
nei ghbor who al so was an el ecti on worker, he
conplied. What was that conversation? W
don't know. It's all hearsay, we're guessing,
and we're weighing the credibility of the

W tnesses in that regard.
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So, I'mfine with the fact that |
don't believe he was el ecti oneering, even
t hough he m ght have been technically
violating the statute, because | think | know
what this Board has done in the past. The
real issue | have is with the treatnent of an
el ection worker on that day and whether or not
that anounts to interference or obstruction,
and that's where |'m focused.

MR. REED:. Can | ask one nore
guestion, just so it's clear for the record?

CHAl RMAN SM TH. M. Reed.

MR. REED: We've said that we Kkind
of agree that el ectioneering doesn't have a
know ng conponent to it. | think it does.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: | was just going
by what --

(I naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

MR REED:. As | read it, | don't
read it saying know ngly.

MR, MELLON: | don't think anybody
di sagrees that the electioneering is not an
I Ssue.

MR. REED: Can we just not talk

over each other for a second?
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CHAI RVAN SM TH: Sure. M. Reed.

MR. REED: 3-14-3-16, C, a person
who know ngly does any el ecti oneering on
el ection day within the polls or the chute.

M5. BRANDENBURG | apol ogi ze, |
was tal king about A which is --

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  That's what | was
| ooking at is A

M5. BRANDENBURG  -- just defining
1t, sinply defining.

MR. REED: | just wanted to make
sure that you're not --

MS. BRANDENBURG ~ But you're
right. The action --

MR. REED: Just want to nmake sure
we' re not dism ssing that conponent.

MS. BRANDENBURG. Yeah, | agree.

MR. REED: M. Chairman, | don't
know if it matters, but I want to -- well,
M chell e has sonmething. She's really had her
hand up for a long tine.

MR. MELLON: | don't that -- both
Jessica and Mchelle want to add sonething to
this, but | don't know that that should be --

MR. REED: 1'mgoing to call for
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t he question, M. Chairman. W've got a
notion and a second.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And | want to be
real clear here, because the notion, ny
under standing of the notion -- M. Mellon,
pl ease feel free to rephrase it if I'm
I ncorrect here, but | want to nake sure the
Board understands the notion. Your notion was
that you do not believe -- you want to dism ss
the conplaint inits entirety based on the
fact there was no el ectioneeri ng.

MR. MELLON. Based on the fact
there was no el ectioneering and |I al so believe
that there was no --

MR. REED: He's asking what your
notion was. Your notion was about
el ectioneering. Let's get through that one
first. | think that's what it was.

MR MELLON: |I'mdismssing the
conplaint inits entirety.

MR. REED: That was the notion.

MR. MELLON:. That's ny notion, to
dism ss the conplaint inits entirety.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. We w |

have -- discussion has ended. [|'mgoing to
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call for the vote. 1'll entertain a call for
the vote. Mchelle, roll call, please.

M5. FAJMAN. Reed?

MR REED. Yes.

M5. FAJMAN:  Mel | on?

MR MELLON:  Yes.

M5. FAJMAN:  Brown?

MR. BROAN:  No.

M5. FAJMAN. Candel ari a Reardon?

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:  No.

M5. FAJMAN.  Smith?

CHAl RMAN SM TH.  No. Motion
fails. W still have a conplaint out there.

MR REED: 1'd like to nake a

nmotion to dismss the conplaint as far as the
el ectioneering |law violation is concerned.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: | have a noti on.
Do | have a second?

MR. BROWN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Seconded by derk
Brown, notion by M. Reed. Any discussion on
that? So the notion is to dismss the
conplaint as it relates to el ectioneering.
Rol | call.

M5. FAJMAN.  Reed?
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REED. Yes.

FAJMAN.  Mel | on?

MELLON:  Yes.

FAJMAN.  Brown?

BROMN:  Yes.

FAJMAN. Candel ari a Reardon?
CANDELARI A REARDON:  Aye.
FAJMAN.  Sm t h?

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  Yes. Motion

5953 P DO D

carries. |s there any other notion?

MR BROMN:. M. Chair, I'd like to
make a notion regarding |.C 3-14-3-4,
obstruction and interference of an el ection
of ficer.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: And what woul d be
your notion, Cerk Brown?

MR. BROWN: Based on that, |'d go
obstruction and interference.

MR, MELLON: So what do you want
to do with that?

MR. BROMN: That's ny notion.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: To refer to the
pr osecut or ?

MR BROMN: Well, it has to be

referred.
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CHAl RMAN SM TH.  All right. So we
have a notion by Cerk Brown on |I.C 3-15-3-4,
obstruction --

MR, TOLBERT: 3-14.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  |I'm sorry,
3-14-3-4, obstruction of or interference with
an el ection officer or voter to refer to the
prosecutor. |s there a second?

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Second.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Seconded by
Ms. Candel ari a Reardon. Di scussion?

MR, MELLON:. M. Chairnman.

CHAl RMVAN SM TH: M. Mell on.

MR. MELLON: This will be a
fundanmental change in every precedent that
we' ve ever had on this Board. |If we're going
to say that an argunent between two
I ndividuals -- and even though | don't think
it was warranted and it was a terrible thing
that took place, is obstruction, then,

M. Chairman, |'mgoing to be filing a
conpl ai nt about you every election. [|'m going
to be filing a conplaint about M. Brown,

M. Reed, Ms. Candel aria Reardon, because we

argue all the tine.
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There's di scussion that takes
pl ace and that does not prevent ne or you from
doing our jobs. And if we're going to say
that we're at a point now where any
di sagreenent that takes place in the polling
pl ace i s now obstruction, good luck with that,
M. Chai r man.

MR. TOLBERT: Can | nake a
comrent ?

(I naudi bl e; tal king in unison.)

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  We're on
di scussion. And | do appreciate, either
Ms. Brandenburg or M. Tol bert, as long as
it'"s -- | want to keep it to, you know,
| egal --

MR, TOLBERT: Absolutely. And |
do appreciate M. Mellon's conmment about
precedent, and the only reason | brought up
the statute is because we tal ked about it. |
do understand there is an issue w th whether
or not there's evidence offered today that
shows whet her or not there was know ngly
obstruction or know ngly interference.

And | know in the past this Board

has | ooked at that el enent very, very closely,
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in terns of deciding whether or not to nove
forward and refer to the prosecutor. So, you
know, | kept copious notes. | do appreciate
that that elenent is very weak, but | threwit
out for the Board' s consideration.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you.
Ms. Brandenburg.

M5. BRANDENBURG | do want to
rai se that upon referral to the prosecutor for
this particular violation, this would be a
| evel 6 felony that has serious consequences
for this officer. Wat | heard in the
testinony today and, yes, this is my opinion,
is that | think we have a |l ovely poll worker
who | feel for and | think she did a good job
t hat day, but we have an instance of rudeness
and di sagr eenent.

| " ve seen situations cone before
this Board in the past, soneone wearing
sheriff nmenorabilia arguing with poll workers.
That was not referred. | think that that
precedent has to be considered and respected,
particularly with regard to the know ng
aspect, of know ngly obstructing or

interfering wwth an election officer. As the
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testinmony cane out today, M. Allande has
stood by his statenent that he did not know
during the course of this disagreenent that
this individual was a poll worker. That's
significant to ne.

MR. BROMWN:. M. Chair.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  d erk Brown.

MR. BROMWN. So, based on that, ny
notion is generally based on the |egal
i nformation that you give us. W do not go
out si de the | egal bounds.

MS. BRANDENBURG  Sure.

MR. BROMN: | want to nmake that
clear. So at sone point between you and the
ot her attorney you need to cone up with
sonething to make sense, because the notion is
based upon the law. W do not go outside of
that. You brought up a very good exanple. |
respect that, but I'malso trying to work
within the law in ny notions.

MR, MELLON: M. Chairman, we had
a Deputy El ection Comm ssioner that wore a
sheriff's jacket that engaged in argunents
with election workers and we didn't refer that

i ndi vidual to the prosecutor. As a matter of
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fact, that individual continues to be a Deputy
El ecti on Conm ssioner today. This is a real
danger ous precedent.

MR. REED: That incident with the
sheriff's jacket was one of the worst | have
ever heard.

MR. MELLON: Yep. Scream ng and
yel ling and --

MR. REED: That was literally
making it so people could not do their jobs.

MR VIS M. Chairman --

MR. REED:. This |ady asked this
man to take off his shirt. He clains he
didn't know she worked there. Once he saw
sonebody who did work there, he conplied. |
don't know how that prevented her from doing
her job that day. She did her job exactly how
it was intended to be done.

She saw a violation, she asked, he

deci ded not to conply, then saw sonebody he

knew. | don't know how that stopped her from
performng her duties as an inspector. | have
no idea. | don't think there's any evidence

to show that she was unable to do her job that

day. That's the cornerstone of obstruction.
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CHAIl RMAN SM TH:  Yes, thank you,
M. Reed. So | want to ask the Board --

M. Vis has been waiting patiently, as has
Ms. Jostes. | don't want to necessarily deny
them the opportunity, but I also want to nake
sure, because it would be out of order. So |
just want to ask the Board if anybody has an
objection to hear fromthe parties before we
take a vote?

MR. REED: | think the way this
conpl ai nt has norphed fromone thing to
another, | think they absolutely should have
the right to speak.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al right. So,
Ms. Jostes, you as the conpl ainant -- and
you' ve been very patient sitting there and |
appreciate that, I'mgoing to give you the
opportunity to address the Board and say
anything that you'd like to say based on what
you' ve heard and our discussion regardi hg your
conplaint, if you'd like.

M5. JOSTES: | want to know if
t hi s happened again, should |I not report it,
because | just feel like all of this was

sounding like nothing. | just want to be done
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withit. | want to get back to work and not
have to think about this. If | were to work
anot her el ection and have this happen and
report the behavior is the sanme thing going to
happen or should I not report it?

MR. MELLON: M. Chairman, if |

may.
CHAl RMAN SM TH:. M. Mell on.
MR, MELLON: |If you're asking this
Board that question, | think there's a very

good answer. No, you should absolutely report
It, because there was a potential for a
violation of election | aw, which was
el ecti oneering, no question about that. And
at the sane tinme, there was rude behavi or that
shoul d be addressed, and | think that we've
got the parties here and we've nmade -- |1'd
like to think that we've nmade an inpression
upon himthat this behavior shouldn't be
tolerated in the future, that the behavior
needs to change in society.

So | think you did a trenendous
job by reporting it. This is exactly the
thing that should be reported. Look at the

feverish discussion that's taken place here
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today, and you're the cause of all that. So |
think if you work --

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Not the cause,
but --

MR. MELLON:  No, no, | nean you're
the inpetus of trying to nmake those
corrections. | apol ogize, | m sphrased that.
But you're the inpetus of trying to nmake that
correction. So what I'mtrying to say is that
| think you should work as a poll worker
again. | think you should do the exact sane
thing if this exact sane situation were to
t ake pl ace.

And, of course, there is a
conpl aint tracking systemin place, and if
there were nmultiple conplaints agai nst anot her
i ndi vidual, then these situations of know ngly
do cone in, and everything. But right now the
only issue that we're hung up on is this
obstruction issue, and | would ask you a
questi on.

Did this prevent you from doi ng
your job that day? | know that it was an
upsetting nonent, but did it prevent you from

al l owi ng people to work and continue to vote
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and do the things that they needed to do on
El ecti on Day, besides the disconfort of it?

M5. JOSTES: After the initial,
probably, hour after, everything el se was
fine.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  What about during
t hat hour?

M5. JOSTES. Just trying to figure
out what | should do, also trying to deal with
all the problens with the voters, because
there were many of those. Cbviously, it was
busy. It was stressful. | nean, | wasn't
expecting to cone across that.

MR. MELLON: Certainly.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  Yeah, | think
that it's -- | just want to be very clear to
Ms. Jostes and to any poll worker out there,
that, in ny opinion, what happened that day is
totally inappropriate, that you shouldn't have
to endure any type of intimdation or
di sm ssi veness or chall enge your authority, or
soneone trying to intimdate you because they
happen to have a badge and think that they can
throw their badge out and say |'mthe police

and that sonehow bears sone wei ght on your
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ability to do your job that day. | have a
real big problemwth that.

Where |"'m struggling is the |egal
part of this, because | don't think anybody on
this Board believes that you were treated
fairly that day. | don't think anybody on
this Board believes that the behavior that was
exhibited by an officer of the law, a sworn
officer of the law -- who | can tell you that
|, personally, don't want to get pulled over
by, was inappropriate. It's bad. | don't
think it's an exanple that we want our police
officers to be held up to.

But, again, really, the neat of
this is the legal part of it, and so | just
want you to understand that, regardl ess of how
this all ends up today, | want you to hear
fromthis Board and fromne that we don't
agree wth what happened to you that day.

MR REED: If | can add to that,
M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN SM TH: M. Reed.

MR, REED: Just so you know,
because of things |ike you bringing this

conplaint, for exanple, Mchelle and formally
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LeAnn Anger man, who see these things happen,
see poll workers getting upset and being
treated poorly, the |egislature, based on what
they have said to the |egislature, has
I ncreased these of fenses from m sdeneanors to
fel onies.

So when things |Iike this happen,
| evers nove. So don't feel |ike you shoul dn't
bring a conplaint or you shouldn't work at a
poll. These sorts of incidents nove the
| ever. And one of the levers we should
probably nove is tal ki ng about peopl e working
at a polling place identify thensel ves, be
visible, things like that. | nean, whatever
she was trained to do is exactly what she did,
but maybe we need anot her conponent. | don't
know.

M5. FAJMAN. We did the training.
W told themthis is a heated election. W
don't want you to be put in harnmis way in any
way, shape, or form |f sonething happens,
this is what you do. If it continues to
happen, call the Election Board. She did
that. W can send out a Deputy Election

Comm ssioner. W can call the police.
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When he identifies hinself as the
pol i ce, higher standards kind of step in
because you're now alerted it's the police and
there is intimdation. You can tell she's
definitely been scared. | think this has been
affecting her this whole tinme. But they've
been trai ned and we have a yell ow sign
out si de --

(I'naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Jessica, did you
want to say anythi ng?

M5. MESSLER: It's conpletely
irrelevant at this point. | just wanted to
tell anybody who didn't have a code book, |
did add the electioneering thing. That's all
| had to say.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON: M.

Chai r man?

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ms. Candel ari a
Rear don.

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Yeah, |
think that -- | think that absolutely she did
the right thing. | think you should, if you

wor kK anot her el ection, continue to report.
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Because | believe that whether this was
Intimdation or obstruction according to the
statute or not -- first of all, | believe it
was. | believe that the badge was brought out
in an effort to intimdate a poll worker and |
don't think that's okay.

And | think another conponent that
probably you should be aware of is that your
position of authority and your gender, in
general, is intimdating to sonebody who is
trying to do the right thing. | think you
have to keep that in mind. And | think
that -- you know, should you | ose your career
over this? | don't know. | think that when
we're tal king about the statute and foll ow ng
the statute and precedent, and all those
things -- this is ny first neeting, but | wll
say that | hope you've |earned a | esson and
your role as a police officer continues to
evol ve after 24 years and that you do owe her
an apol ogy, whether she wants one or not.

| think the way you behaved was
intimdating to her and the way it inpeded her
fromattending to other voters, because either

she was shook up or she was busy calling other
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people. | do believe that you made a huge

m st ake, and should you pay with your career?
| don't know. According to the statute, we
have to follow the statute, but | think that
novi ng the needl e forward, these conplaints
and these things, don't feel like if it
doesn't go to the prosecutor that you're not
changing -- you're not maki ng change because
you are naki ng change and you are calling out
peopl e when they need to be call ed out.

We struggle to get people to work
the polls and this is exactly why, behavior
like this. And | hope that you do learn a
| esson and you have | earned a | esson.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you.

M. Vis, "'mgoing to give you the ability to
have the | ast word here, unless there's any

comments based on comments fromthe Board.

MR. VIS. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

This is as well a first for ne to be before
you. | appreciate the tinme. As | reflected,
in 2008, | was in Ms. Jostes's shoes and can

appreci ate the enotion, especially with that

el ection year, this past one. Wth that being

said, I'mgoing to object, just for the
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record, as to the second prong of this trial.
| did not have notice that this would be an
al l egation. One of the things that |
appreci ate that we've been tal king about is
what good can cone out of this. | think for
everyone to know what it is they're being
charged with is prudent. | think the second
thing we've all heard fromthis that needs to
be incorporated in the training, and it was
for me in 2008, was that when you do approach
sonebody in line, you identify your position.
If we take a | ook at the statute, which has
been cited here, it says that if you interfere
with an election or an el ection worker, you
can be charged with these felonies. Go down
the list. A nenber of a county board of
el ections. Well, if John Reed shows up in
Cedar Lake and he wal ks in wearing his
beautiful |avender shirt and I'min [ine --

MR. REED: Lilac.

MR VIS. Lilac. And he starts
telling nme that | need to take off ny shirt
t hat says Vote For Joe Lipon -- it's a shirt |
have at honme fromny youth when | hel ped

sonebody run for office, but he doesn't
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identify that he's an el ection worker and |
just ook at himin his lilac shirt, |I'm not
going to know. And | think it's already been
stated by M. Tol bert that the evidence is
weak. The evidence is not only weak, it's
nonexi stent, respectfully.

Ms. Jostes has indicated he didn't
| ook up at her, she didn't identify herself,
and on top of that, while she said he couldn't
wear it, she didn't state the reason why. |
think an integral part noving forward -- and |
understand that there's the disagreenent and
t he rudeness here. W've all learned from
that. But | think an integral part noving
forward is to reflect and educate those who
are going to be in her position noving forward
to do that.

So we take a | ook at the statute,
and it says with the intent to obstruct or
interfere with an election worker. There's
been not hi ng proved that he knew she was an
el ection worker. He didn't interfere wth her
j ob, because she was telling himto renove it
and he did do it. Fromwhat |'m hearing from

the Board, there's simlar other instances
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where you have deduced that that wasn't
interference. So to do it now, |I'mstarting
to question what is the notive as to what
we' re doi ng here.

MR REED. | feel like it's to the
extent it's a Republican police officer.

MR VIS:. Wll, when you say that
it's a --

CHAIRVAN SMTH: |I'mgoing to call
t hat out of order.

MR. REED:. Oh, you can do that,
|' ve got everyone testifying --

CHAl RMVAN SM TH: I f you think
there is --

MR. REED: -- as to what this --

CHAIRVAN SM TH: | f you don't
think I"mcarefully weighing this and you're
inplying that ny vote is because of what this
gentleman's job and partisanship is, |
di sagree with that. | find that to be totally
out of order.

(I naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

MR VIS So, M. Chairman, the
| aw states wth the intent to obstruct or

interfere knowingly or intentionally. And if
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the petitioner herself indicates he didn't
know who she was and didn't | ook at her and
she never identified herself and the
respondent has identified he wasn't aware
until he was told by a different poll worker,
then you don't have knowingly. Al we have is
holding nmy client to the standard of being a
police officer.

As anybody knows ne when | talk to
police officers is | like to cite to Paul
Harvey. Paul Harvey has a great three and a
hal f m nute quote, and we should all take a
|l ook at it this afternoon. W expect a police
officer to be a saint 24 hours a day, but Paul
Harvey also identifies there can be nonents
where they can be sinners, where they can | ose
their tenper. M challenge and ny question to
you is, this 20 seconds that we've been
di scussi ng, which nmy client has apol ogi zed
for, are we going to say he was intentionally
hell bent on interfering with the el ection and
Ms. Jostes?

| think he wants to take back
t hose monments and wi shed he woul d have | ooked

her in the eye, but to say he intentionally
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interfered wwth her, | don't think that has
been shown at all, and it's actually been
acknow edged by ot her counsel that's been
testifying here earlier today, M. Tol bert,
that it's weak, if anything. So I'd like to
| eave you with that. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you,

M. Vis. Any questions of M. Vis based on
his coments?

MR. BROWN:. M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  d erk Brown.

MR. BROMN: The reason why the
notion was put out is based on the |I.C code.
As you know, as a board we've always tried to
be fair regardl ess of what party, and as |ong
as |'ve been on this Board | have never heard
anyone say that. So | guess M. Reed is very
passi onate today, but we're trying to work
withinthe lawitself. So I'd like to defer
this to the next neeting so we can get sone
nore i nformation because --

MR. MELLON: M. Chairman.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Let's let Cerk
Brown finish.

MR. BROMWN: Because there is going
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to be a vote on this matter, but we're not
going to go back and forth because you feel
one way because the law that | understand, you
know, we need to have a commobn ground on this
deci sion. You can bring up other cases all
you want. The reality is, this case is
different fromthe other cases.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  So, d erk Brown,
if | understand you right, you're asking that
the Board take the matter under advi senent?

MR. BROMAN:  Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  So there's a
notion to take the matter under advi senent.
|s there a second?

MR. REED: Second.

CHAIl RMAN SM TH.  Seconded by
M. Reed, notion by Cerk Browmn. All those in
favor of taking this matter under advi senent

signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Any opposed?
MR. MELLON. Opposed.
CHAI RVMAN SM TH: Mbdtion carri es,

four/one. So, just so the parties know,
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Ms. Jostes, | know you are working out of
state. You do not have to cone back. All
right? You do not have to cone back. You are
wel come to cone back if you'd |like. Sane
thing to M. Vis, you' re welcone to cone back,
and M. All ande, you don't have to cone back.
It's up to you. You're welcone. It's a
public nmeeting, but | don't want you to feel
that you have to if you don't want to. But
the Board will make a decision in the future,

it sounds |ike.

Al right. | want to thank both
parties. | want to thank M. Vis for com ng.
Ms. Jostes, | want to thank you for your

service to the county and to the state and to
the country for working as an el ection
officer. M. Alande, | want to thank you for
your service to the people of Cedar Lake as a
police officer. M. Vis?

MR VIS: Just recognizing that
this may get appealed, |I also want to preserve
for the record an objection that there was a
significant anmount of conversation anongst the
tribunal. | don't knowif it was reflected

Wi th our court reporter here, but for the
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record, | amobjecting to those conversations
not being reflected actively on the record,
and I'd be rem ss as an attorney for ny client
if I didn't do that for him For the record,
| wanted to put that out there.

CHAI RMVAN SM TH:  Not ed.

MR VIS: Thank you.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al right. |
think this matter is concluded. Thank you.

MR. VIS: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Show it deferred
and under advi senent.

(I naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Jessi ca.

M5. MESSLER: | apol ogi ze, did we
make an official notion?

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  Yes, |I'msorry.
For the record, Cerk Brown nade a notion to
defer -- I'msorry, to take the matter under
advi senment, M. Reed seconded it, and the
notion carried four/one.

M5. MESSLER: Al right. Thank
you.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  One no. Al

right. | don't see any other O d Business
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bef ore t he Board.

The next matter of New Business is
CFA Matters, and | do see -- | thought | saw
Lori here. | don't see Juanita.

M5. FAJMAN.  We have Kell ey.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Kel l ey, how are
you. W have Kelley and Lori here. Al
right. So, CFA Matters, we have D-E-L CFA
2024 Annual Commttee Reports, under Tab 5.
We have it in front of us. Lori, do you want
to set the record for us what we have here?
Del i nquent 2024 annual reports.

M5. O DEA: That's right,
Del i nquent 2024 annual reports for regular
party conm ttees.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  And woul d you
i ke the Board to consider the two upfront
first or did you want to have the Board i npose
the recommended fines and wai vers as
present ed?

M5. ODEA: | would defer to the
Board. They can do whatever they feel is the
right thing to do based on the information in
front of them

CHAIRMVAN SM TH:  These are your

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090

119


https://www.bossreporters.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N D D NN NMNMNDN PP P P PP PPk
ga A W N P O © 0 N OO O b WO N L, O

BOARD MEETING

116

recommendations. Al right. |Is anybody here
for either the Gary Republican Central
Commttee, the Munster Denocratic Precinct
Organi zation, the Merrillville/ Ross Township
Denocratic Precinct Organi zation, Cedar

Lake/ Hanover -- | know you guys are here, or
the Wnfield Townshi p Denocratic Precinct
Organi zation? Just Cedar Lake is here?

Al right. Let's take you guys
first since you're here, and if you can cone
up and identify yourselves. | know you've
been here the last couple of neetings. Just
for the record, this is the Cedar Lake/ Hanover
Denocratic Precinct Organization, 45-12535.

It is under the Never Received category. Yes,
sir, your nanme and your position?

MR. BIEL: Jeff Biel, and I'mthe
chai rman of the precinct organization for
Cedar Lake.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Go
ahead.

MR BIEL: First of all, I'd just
| i ke to apol ogi ze that the report was not
filed, but | do have evidence that it was
filed on 1-10-25. It was faxed to the
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conm ssion here and then we just -- it's also
been emailed. So we have it here al so.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  John, do you want
see what he has there?

MR, REED: Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Lori, do you have
any record of those dates? Do you have it as
bei ng recei ved?

M5. ODEA: |'m happy to check the
file. W may have nmade a m stake and we can
revisit that.

MR. REED: It says, To CFA at Lake
County, 10:32 a.m This says April 15th.

M5. DI CKSON: Well, we had to
resend it again today.

MR. REED: Onh, you had to resend
it to thenf

M5. DICKSON: Well, we had to
resend it because you said you didn't get it,
so.

MR. REED: Well, we said we didn't
get it a long tine ago.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: M. Biel, do you
have anything that shows you sent it on the
10t h of January?
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MR. BIEL: W have a confirmation.

M5. DI CKSON: See, she's in the
hospital. She's been in bed for quite a | ong
tinme.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Who i s that
that --

M5. DI CKSON: Tracy Haskell.
She's our treasurer. So when we tried to get
ahol d of her, she had to get out of bed, go to
afile and try to get this. So she faxed us
what she filed on 1-10-25. So she emmiled it
to us and said that she had filed it then, and
then she just wanted us to see what it was she
filed.

MR MELLON: But do you have any
evi dence that she did that?

CHAIRMAN SMTH: Is it signed on
the 10th or what is the date of the --

M5. DICKSON: Wwell, that's a good

question. Hold on. I'mnot really good with
this. |'mbeing honest with you.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  You' re doi ng
good. And, I'msorry, while you' re | ooking,

do you mnd just --
M5. DICKSON:. | know. You need ny
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nane.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  Yes.

M. DICKSON: |I'msorry. Mary
Joan Dickson, D-1-CGK-S-O N, Cedar Lake 2.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  And do you have a
position in the organi zation?

M5. DI CKSON: No, just soneone who
car es.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  That's okay.
It's inportant. W appreciate that.

M5. DICKSON: | can't get it on
here, |'msorry.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  That's okay. So
you believe you filed it on January 10t h?

MR BIEL: Yes.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. Lori, do
you need tinme to check into this?

M5. ODEA: | would Iike to check

intoit, if we could maybe defer it to next

nont h?

MR. MELLON: | think that woul d be
good.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ckay. So it
| ooks i ke -- we want to keep you out of

having to pay a fine, if we can. So if you
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don't mnd, Lori, I'msure, will be in touch

with you. Do you know how get ahol d of

M. Biel?

M5. O DEA:  Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ckay. So Lori
will be in touch with you and |I'm sure she'll
updat e us.

MR, MELLON: M. Chairnman?

CHAl RMAN SM TH:. M. Mell on.

MR, MELLON: 1'Il nake a notion to
defer this to the next neeting, but can | al so
put a caveat on there that if we do find that
we were in error on that, that the staff has
the authority to correct the error as
appropriate?

CHAIRVAN SMTH: | think that's
fair.

MR. MELLON: So we don't have to
drag you back here.

M5. DICKSON: Onh, we'll be back.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Ckay. Mdtion to
defer, with the caveat that they may not have
to cone back if Lori figures out that it was
our error.

MR MELLON:  Yes.
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MR. BROWN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Seconded by O erk
Brown, notion by M. Mllon. Any discussion?
Heari ng none. All those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in

uni son. )

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Mbdtion carries
and it is deferred. Thank you, M. Biel.

M5. DI CKSON: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you for
comng. Al right. Anybody else here as to
the other parties | listed? kay. Seeing
none. |s there a notion to waive and/or
I npose the recommended fines as presented?

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON: | nove we
wai ve the fines, but which ones?

MR. MELLON: M. Chairman?

MR. REED: Maybe the notion shoul d
be to accept the staff recommendati ons.

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  There you
go. Accept the staff recomendations, is the
not i on.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you. W

have a notion to accept the staff
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recomendat i ons.

MR. MELLON: 1'Il second that,
M. Chairman.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: W have a second
by M. Mellon, notion by Ms. Candel ari a
Reardon. Any di scussion? Hearing none. All

those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Any opposed?

(No i mmedi ate response.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  That notion
carries. Al right. Yes, M. MIllon.

MR, MELLON: M. Chairman, just
for clarification, taking the staff
recomendati ons except for Cedar Lake.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Ri ght .

M5. FAJMAN:  What about the
Wnfield one, because they have not filed
their report yet. So the recomendati on was
originally 300, but | thought at the | ast
neeting you guys were just doing the thousand.
So the 300 is not accepted? It's just setting
the $1, 000 fine?

VMR. MELLON: Yes.
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M5. FAJMAN: Just as a side note,
| don't know that they necessarily got
notification. W had a county neeting, and |
bel i eve he has noved out of the county. So |
don't know that there was --

MR. MELLON: They may have to
do --

M5. FAJMAN.  There may not be
service on this commttee.

MR. MELLON: -- a reorgani zati on.
And | apol ogize, we're just having a
conversation, M. Chairman, but, again, the
goal will be to inpose that thousand doll ar
fine, and then once they turn in their report,
then they're waived back to the recommended
fine.

CHAIl RMAN SM TH.  Ms. Brandenburg,
let me ask this question of you -- and this is
a technicality, but we just want to nmake sure
Ms. Candel ari a Reardon understands. A couple
neetings ago we were told that we needed to
make a notion to i npose the fine and then nake
a notionto --

M5. BRANDENBURG. Reduce it, yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  -- reduce it as
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recommended.

M5. BRANDENBURG  And | believe
the | anguage was in the interest of justice or
furthering those interests, essentially, yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  So do we need to
do that properly and then --

MS. BRANDENBURG.  Yes.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. So let's
let M. Mellon nake the first notion regarding
I nposition and then you can nmake your notion
about recommendations. So, M. Mllon, would
you pl ease nake that notion?

MR, MELLON: Ckay. So we're going
to handl e these separately. Under the Never
Recei ved category, itemWnfield Township
Denocratic Precinct Organization, | nmake a
notion to charge a $1,000 fine for never
receiving their report.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Do we have to do
them - -

M5. FAJMAN. The Cedar Lake, that
one was deferred.

CHAI RVMAN SM TH:  No, Wnfield was
def erred.

MR. MELLON: Cedar Lake was
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def erred.

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Can we do them
all?

MS. BRANDENBURG. | think you
could make a single notion as to all of them
to inplenent the required statutory fine and
then you could make a notion to reduce
accordi ngly.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: So, M. Ml on,

woul d you

MR. MELLON: Yes, so I'll nmake a
notion to inplenent the maxi mumcivil penalty
under the statute for each of these, with the
exception of Cedar Lake, which has been
handl ed separately.

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Second.

CHAI RVMAN SM TH: W have a notion
by M. Mellon to inpose the maxi num civil
penal ty under the statute, seconded by
Ms. Candel ari a Reardon. Any di scussion?
Hearing none. All those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in

uni son. )

CHAIl RMAN SM TH:  Any opposed?
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(No i medi ate response.)

CHAl RMVAN SM TH:  That noti on
carries. M. Candel aria Reardon.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON: | nake a
notion to accept the staff recomrendati ons
with regard to -- the Never Received?

CHAI RVMAN SM TH: Al of them

MR, MELLON: Well, with the
exception of Cedar Lake.

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON: W th the
exception of Cedar Lake.

MR. MELLON: Wnfield Townshi p and
Cedar Lake.

V5. CANDELARI A REARDON:. Wnfield
Townshi p and Cedar Lake.

CHAIRVWAN SM TH: Al right. And
because the inposition of that fine would
be --

M5. BRANDENBURG  Unj ust.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  -- unduly
burdensone and unj ust?

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Correct.

MR. BROWN:. Second.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al right. Thank

you. Any discussion on that? Hearing none.
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Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)

CHAIl RMAN SM TH:  Any opposed?

(No i mmedi ate response.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  That noti on
carries unani nously.

The next matter before the Board
is CFA Matters: Arthur Santos.

M5. ODEA: M. Santos is not here
in the roomtoday. He did ask to be put on
t he agenda for your consideration in reducing
hi s thousand dol | ar i nposed fine for his
previ ous del i nquency. However, he's not here.

MR, MELLON: M. Chairman, | neke
a notion to defer to a future neeting.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. Mdtion to
defer. |s there a second?

MR. REED: Second.

CHAIl RMAN SM TH.  Seconded by
M. Reed, notion by M. Mllon, to defer
M. Santos's CFA matter to a future neeting
when he is advised to show up or else. Any
further discussion? Hearing none. Al those

in favor signify by saying aye.
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(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Any opposed?

(No i nmmedi ate response.)

CHAl RMVAN SM TH:  That noti on
carries.

Next is Legal Notice of Election
and Early Voting Published. And I think we
have - -

MR. REED. Motion to accept the
| egal notices from The Ti nmes and The Post
concerni ng the referendum

CHAl RMAN SM TH: W have a notion
to accept.

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Second.

CHAIl RMAN SM TH.  Seconded by
Ms. Candel aria Reardon, notion by M. Reed.
Any di scussi on?

(No i nmmedi ate response.)

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Any opposed?

(No i mmedi ate response.)
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CHAIl RMAN SM TH.  That noti on
carries.

That takes us to the WSTOP Audit
Update. | can indicate to the Board that we
have before us a resolution. Are we
considering this?

M5. MESSLER  Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: It doesn't have a
nunber on it, but I'msure we wll nunber it.

M5. MESSLER: Apol ogies. The one
you have in your packet has the correct
information on it. So, whoever has it.

MR REED: 1've got it. It says,
2025- 08.

M5. MESSLER  Yes.

CHAl RMAN SM TH: Ckay. W do have
a nunber. Thank you. 2025-08 is entitled a
resolution of the Lake County El ections Board,
and it relates to Lake County being --
determned that it would be appropriate for us
to be a designation as a post-election audit
counted by VVSTOP.

|s there a notion to approve
Resol uti on 2025-08 as presented?

MR. MELLON: So noved,
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M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Mbdti on by
M. Mellon. |Is there a second?

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Second.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Seconded by
Ms. Candel aria Reardon. Any di scussion? |
just want to thank both Mchelle and Jessica
for their work on this. | think it's great
that we're going to be an audit county again.
It shows the state that Lake County is doing
the right thing on this. So |I appreciate
t hat .

Al right. Any other discussion?
Hearing none. All those in favor signify by

sayi ng aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Any opposed?

(No i nmmedi ate response.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Resol uti on
2025-08 i s passed.

County Aut horization is the next
matter of New Busi ness. Renpbve entry from
SVRS. Jessica or Mchelle? Jessica.

M5. MESSLER Basically, what this
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was, was soneone ended up putting all question
marks in for all of the entries. So it's just
an aut horization to renove that.

CHAl RMAN SM TH:  And you'd |i ke us
to approve it?

M5. MESSLER: Yes, pl ease.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Is
there a notion to approve?

MR. BROAN. Motion to approve,
M. Chair.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Mdtion to approve
by C erk Brown.

MR. MELLON: Second.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Seconded by
M. Mellon. Al those in favor of approving
to renove entry from SVRS signify by saying

aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAIRMVAN SM TH:  Any opposed?
(No i medi at e response.)
CHAI RVAN SM TH:  That noti on
carries. |Is there any other New Busi ness?
Heari ng none.

Any Correspondence?
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(No i medi ate response.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Counsel Report.
Ms. Brandenburg?

MS. BRANDENBURG.  No.

CHAI RVMAN SM TH: M. Tol bert?
MR. TOLBERT: Not hi ng.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you, as

al ways, for your |egal counsel, especially

t oday.
MR. TOLBERT: | don't feel good.
CHAIRVAN SM TH: | appreciate it.
MR REED: 1Isn't this country
based on vigorous debate? | |ove a vigorous
debat e.

MR, MELLON: A bunch of big babies
out there. Mke got his feelings hurt.

(I'naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

CHAIl RMAN SM TH.  All right. Are
there any Purchase Orders? There are.

M5. MESSLER:  Yes.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: |'Ill entertain a
notion to approve the purchase orders as
present ed.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:  So

nmoved.
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MR. REED:. Second.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  |Is there any
di scussi on on the purchase orders?

MR. REED: | had one question.
The $100 per, it says, for the iPads from
Know nk, 58,000 bucks, is that the maintenance

contract or is that a license of sone kind?

M5. FAJMAN: | believe that is the
yearly mai nt enance, annual |icensing contract.
Annual licensing is what it's listed as.

MR. REED: Okay. And that's
normal, that's part of the contract for --

M5. FAJMAN.  Every year, and then
we're only going to activate, | think, what we
need.

MR. REED: And this 580 i Pads, |
didn't know if that nunber was right.

M5. FAJMAN: Based on the
i nventory, it would be right.

MR. REED: Okay. That's all |
have.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Thank you. W
have a notion and a second on approval of the
purchase orders. Al those in favor of

approving them as presented signify by saying
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aye.
(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAIl RMAN SM TH:  Any opposed?
(No i mmedi ate response.)
CHAI RVAN SM TH:  That noti on
carries.

The next neeting of this Board is
May 3, 2025, and that's a Saturday, |nspector
Saturday, at 10:00 a.m, right here in the
Commi ssi oners Courtroom

| s there any Public Conmment?

M5. FAJMAN:  Just FYI for the
Board, the Board neeting will be here and then
for our training, because this is such a snall
election wwth only 49, we will be doing the
training session down in the auditorium and
that's where we'll be releasing the materials
also. It's all right down there in Building
B. So the inspectors won't be having to go
back and forth in the building, they can
sinply cone in, go to training, pick up their
materials, and go.

MR, MELLON:. What happened to your

voi ce? Are you okay?
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M5. FAJMAN:  Just been out in the
cold alittle bit. | feel great, just no
Voi ce.

MR, MELLON: That's weird.

M5. FAJMAN.  Allergies, probably.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Any
ot her Public Comrent ?

(I'naudi bl e; talking in unison.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  There bei ng no
further Public Comment, I'Il entertain a
notion to adjourn.

MR. MELLON: So noved.

MR. BROWN: Second.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All those in

favor signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAl RMAN SM TH: W are adj ourned
at 12:03.

(Proceedi ngs concl uded.)

* * %
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STATE OF | NDI ANA)
) SS:
COUNTY OF LAKE )

BEFORE THE LAKE COUNTY BQARD OF
ELECTI ONS AND REAQ STRATI ON
CROVWN PO NT, | NDI ANA
REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
I, Beth AL Barnette, CSR and Notary
Public, do hereby certify that | reported in nachi ne
short hand the foregoi ng proceedi ngs had in the
above-entitled nmatter, at the tine and pl ace herein
before set forth; and | do further certify that the
foregoi ng transcri pt, consisting of one hundred
thirty-five (135) typewitten pages, is a true and
correct transcript of ny said stenographic notes, to
the best of ny ability.
Si gned this 8th day of My,

2025.

El*".if"_. tﬁ%fl e e

BETH A. BARNETTE, CSR
Not ary Public
My Conm ssion Expires: 06/13/ 30
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ELECTIONS AGENDA ITEM REPORT

DATE:

SUBMITTED BY:

May 20, 2025

Jessica Messler,Elections

ITEM TYPE: Minutes

AGENDA SECTION: APPROVAL OF MINUTES

SUBJECT: Board Meeting Minutes - May 3, 2025 (Inspector Saturday)
SUGGESTED ACTION:

ATTACHMENTS:
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DATE:

SUBMITTED BY:

May 20, 2025

Jessica Messler,Elections

ITEM TYPE: Minutes

AGENDA SECTION: APPROVAL OF MINUTES

SUBJECT: Board Meeting Minutes - May 6, 2025 (Election Day)
SUGGESTED ACTION:

ATTACHMENTS:
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SUBMITTED BY: Jessica Messler,Elections

ITEM TYPE: Elections Agenda Item

AGENDA SECTION: OLD BUSINESS

SUBJECT: Election Equipment Bid Process
SUGGESTED ACTION:

ATTACHMENTS:
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SUBMITTED BY: Jessica Messler,Elections

ITEM TYPE: Elections Agenda Item

AGENDA SECTION: OLD BUSINESS

SUBJECT: Complaint Tracking Procedure
SUGGESTED ACTION:
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DATE: May 20, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Jessica Messler,Elections
ITEM TYPE: Elections Agenda Item
AGENDA SECTION: OLD BUSINESS

SUBJECT: Jostes v. Allende - Cont.
SUGGESTED ACTION:

ATTACHMENTS:

2025 05 20 2024-10 JOSTES v ALLENDE.pdf
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Lake CounTYy BoARD oF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION

COMPLAINT FORM

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Date of complaint:_\\[5 |21 2024_1 0
Date of Incident:__I\ [& [D1} JOSTES \"/ ALLENDE

Complainant (person submitting the complaint): ¢ il
Complainant name (may not be anonymous)_mgﬂ SoN SDS;&,%

Phone 21\ TINES OFD,  Emal OAILENDII0 6 gioil .Coon

Complainant address City Zip

Respondent (person complaint is against):

Respondent name A_) oM D«\\e.n\e 2

Phone Email

Respondent address, City Zip,

Please list any known Indiana Code (Title lii) violations:

Signature of Complainant
Summary of incident (attach additional pages, documents, or evidence for consideration by the LCBER):

\ncddent ul Voker
* Ser. a¥oched evnail

Government Center » 2293 North Main Street «+ Rm. A-205 - Crown Point, IN 46307-1854
Phone (219) 755-3795 « Fax (219) 755-3801

« GEP 10 169



Michelle Fajman

From: Madison Jostes <madisonpj20@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2024 10:11 AM

To: Michelle Fajman

Cc: Angerman, LeAnn J; tracylhaskell@gmail.com
Subject: HT-1 Incident with Voter

External Email
Do not click any links or open attachments unless you know and trust the sender and are expecting
this message.

Hi Michelle,

My name is Madison Jostes and [ am the inspector for Hanover Township 1 in Cedar Lake at Knights of
Columbus.

There was a voter in line for CL3 and I noticed that he was wearing a “TRUMP Make America Great Again™
shirt. I approached him and asked him if he could go to the bathroom and flip his shirt inside out or go grab a
jacket from the car and zip up. He said “I’'m not doing that” and continued looking at his phone, and would not
look at me. I said because he is on the ballot and any item of clothing that has a name or a picture cannot be
worn inside of the voting place. I told him he gets to have his voice heard when he gets to the voting machine
and he raised his voice and said “what are you gonna do about it?” I said I can call the police and I can call
county. He said, still yelling, “go ahead, call the police. I am the police!” and pulled out his badge and shoved it
in my face so I said fine I'm going to call County. I spoke to someone for a brief minute but then CL3 inspector
came over after that and got him to change his shirt inside out because she’s his neighbor.

His name is Jason Allende and he is a Cedar Lake Police officer. Badge 37.
If you need to call, my number is 219-798-0826.

Thank you!
Madison Jostes
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Lake CouNTY BoARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION

Date: January 2. 2025

JASON ALLANDE
. 13517 Schneider Ct
Cedar lake, IN 46303

To Whom It May Concern,

The Lake County Board of Elections and Registrations has placed an election complaint in which

you are named as a respondent or witness in on the agenda for the board meeting on January 21. 2025 at

fO:OOarn in the Commissioner’s Courtroom on the 3™ floor of the A Building of the Lake County

Government Complex. Your attendance is requested.

You may be allowed to provide additional information or documents at the hearing. If you will
be providing any additional documentation, please provide the information in person, by fax, or by email
at least 3 days prior to the board meeting, if possible. If you are permitted to provide additional

documentation at the hearing, please provide ten copies for members, attorneys, directors, and for the file.

Respectfully,

Lake County Board of Elections and Registration
2293 N. Main St., Ste. A-205

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 755-3795 (phone)

(219) 755-3801 (fax)

Encl. Original Complaint

4

Government Center « 2293 North Main Street - Rm. A-205 * Crown Point, IN 46307-1854
Phone (219) 755-3795 + Fax (219) 755-3801

G ron
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LAKE CouNnTYy BoARD OoF ELECcTIONS AND REGISTRATION

Date: January 2, 2025

MADISON JOSTES
7410 W 143RD LN
. CEDAR LAKE, IN 46303

To Whom It May Concern,

The Lake County Board of Elections and Registrations has placed your election complaint on the agenda
for the board meeting on January 21,2025 at 10:00 a.m. in the Commissioner’s Courtroom in the A

Building of the Lake County Government Complex. Your attendance is welcome and encouraged.

You may be allowed to provide additional information or documents at the hearing. If you will be
providing any additional documentation, please provide the information in person, by fax, or by email

at least 3 days prior to the board meeting, if possible. If you are permitted to provide additional

documentation at the hearing, please provide ten copies for members, attorneys, directors, and for the file.

Respectfully,

Lake County Board of Elections and Registration
2293 N. Main St., Ste A-205

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 755-3795 (phone)

(219) 755-3801 (fax)

Government Center - 2293 North Main Street » Rm. A-205 - Crown Point, IN 46307-1854
Phone (219) 755-3795 « Fax (219) 755-3801

» CIGEIE 10494
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LakeE CouNTY BoaAaRD oF ELEcTIONS AND REGISTRATION

Date: March 7, 2025

JASON ALLANDE
13517 SCHNEIDER CT.
. CEDAR LAKE, IN 46303

To Whom It May Concern,

The Lake County Board of Elections and Registrations has placed an election complaint in which

you are named as a respondent or witness in on the agenda for the board meeting on March 18. 2025 at

10:00am in the Commissioner’s Courtroom on the 3™ floor of the A Building of the Lake County

Government Complex. Your attendance is requested.

You may be allowed to provide additional information or documents at the hearing. If you will
be providing any additional documentation, please provide the information in person, by fax, or by email
at least 3 days prior to the board meeting, if possible. If you are permitted to provide additional

documentation at the hearing, please provide ten copies for members, attorneys, directors, and for the file.

Respectfully,

Lake County Board of Elections and Registration
2293 N. Main St., Ste. A-205

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 755-3795 (phone)

(219) 755-3801 (fax)

Encl. Original Complaint

Government Center - 2293 North Main Street + Rm. A-205 + Crown Point, IN 46307-1854
Phone (219) 755-3795 « Fax (219) 755-3801 173
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Lake CouNTY BoarRD oF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION

Date: March 7, 2025

MADISON JOSTES
7410 W. 143RD LN.
CEDAR LAKE, IN 46303

To:
To Whom It May Concern,
The Lake County Board of Elections and Registrations has placed your election complaint on the agenda

for the board meeting on March 18. 2025 at 10:00 a.m._in the Commissioner’s Courtroom in the A

Building of the Lake County Government Complex. Your attendance is welcome and encouraged.

You may be allowed to provide additional information or documents at the hearing. If you will be
providing any additional documentation, please provide the information in person, by fax, or by email
at least 3 days prior to the board meeting, if possible. If you are permitted to provide additional

documentation at the hearing, please provide ten copies for members, attorneys, directors, and for the file.

Respectfully,

Lake County Board of Elections and Registration

2293 N. Main St., Ste A-205

Crown Point, IN 46307 N )
(219) 755-3795 (phone) |

(219) 755-3801 (fax)

Government Center - 2293 North Main Street - Rm. A-205 « Crown Point, IN 46307-1854
Phone (219) 755-3795 + Fax (219) 755-3801

; ;L.,‘ 3 ,,m-.qu 174
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ELECTIONS AGENDA ITEM REPORT

DATE: May 20, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Jessica Messler,Elections

ITEM TYPE: Elections Agenda Item

AGENDA SECTION: NEW BUSINESS

SUBJECT: CFA Matters - James Piggee for Calumet TWP Board
Member

SUGGESTED ACTION:

ATTACHMENTS:

James Piggee Disband.pdf
Findings and Order James Pigee.pdf
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REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES (CFA-4)

OF A POLITICAL COMMITTEE Summary Sheet

State Form 4606 (R15/5-19)
Indiana Election Division {IC 3-9-5-14) FILE NUMBER

5T el =
INSTRUCTIONS: Please type or print legibly IN BLACK INK all r'nfonf!r'},on this form. For #5 — % 3 5 -

assistance in complefing this form, see instructions on the reverse side TOTAL PAGES IN ENTIRE CFA-4 REPORT
IS THIS AN AMENDMENT? [ Yes [J No

: COMMITTEE INFORMATION

1. Full Name of Commitiee (as on Statement of Organization) D Check If this is a new name.
(CREA NINE S 15560

: ” ber
2. Acronym or Abbreviated Name (ifany) {/ 3. Committee T.elephone Num
(A1) R0 - /04
4. Mailing Address {Address Whgf” campaign finance correspondence is received.) I:| Check If this Is a new address.
0O/ TAES .
5. City, State, ZIP Code _Z/g/

6. Party Affiliation (if applicable)

L é
CANDIDATE INFORMATION (For Candidate’s Committees Only)
8. Party Affiliation or If Independent Candidate

7. Fult Name of Candidate lude any nickname.) . ;
xﬁ?ﬂ £ ﬂ?ﬁf’é’ /[\JM} be77 -

9. Office Sought (/nclude dism'érjfumben if any. Not required for exploratory committee,) 10. County of Residence

TYPE OF REPORT l CONVENTION CANDIDATES ONLY

11. Check one: -
D Pre-Primary D Pre-Election WD Nomination [:] Other

%I Disbands Committee (Lines 18, 19, and 20 must be *0%) D Qulgoing Treasurer (Within fen (10} days amend Statement of Organization.)
12. Reporting Period (mm/dd/yy):

Check one:
[] pre-convention
1:| Post-Convention

~ COLUMN A COLUMNB °
From: [0 /!S/'} el Through: / _),/5//‘,1 -~ ) This Period Year to Date
13. Cash on hand and investments at the beginning of this reporting period. @, -_
14. Cash on hand and investments January 1, current year. < '

CONTRIBUTIONS AND RECEIPTS
(Note: these amounts include in-kind contributions and loans, as well as cash contributions.)

15a. ltemized (Use Schedule A.)
15b. Unitemized

WARNING: Any information cantained in this report may not be copied for sale or used for any commercial purpose. (IC 3-9-4-5) A pers;? who Muwinigl;‘ review

fles a fraud_ulent report commits & Level 6 felony. (IC 3-14-1-13) A person who fails to file a complete or accurate report as required by the Indiana

|_Campaign Finance Law commits a Class B misdemeanor, (IC 3-14-1-14) and may be subject to civil penalties. (IC 3-9-4-16, IC 3-94-17, IC 3-04-18 7 book
=

=" bb

{

15¢. Add lines 15a and 15b in both columns. SUBTOTAL (,/
16. Add lines 13 and 15¢ In Column A and lines 14 and 15¢ in Column B. TOTAL "C
DENDITUR

(Note: These amounts include in-kind expenditures and loan repayments.)
17a. ltemized (Use Schedule B.) (Fublic Question: use Schedule C) (' fj
17b. Unitemized @) 2\
17c. Add lines 17a and 17b in both columns, SUBTOTAL @ o,
18. Cash on hand and investments at close of this reparting period (Subfract 17¢ from 16 in both columns.) TOTAL ’_,\', _ ( )
19. Debts OWED BY the committee (Use Schedule D) 7
20. Debts OWED TO the committee (Use Schedule E.) 2,

: “CERTIFICATION FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
I CERTIFY THAT | HAVE EXAMINED THIS STATEMENT. TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF IT IS TRUE, CORRECT AND COMPLETE.
Sjgfatdre of Treasurer 5 Title Date (mmy/d o

R AT s 0P (Meser | B3 =5
SigFatire'st Candidate {r‘@gbﬁca@'fb = Date (mm/ddfy) < scan
gty centcom
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LAKE CounNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION

March 15, 2023
4513033
JAMES (COACH) PIGGEE FOR CALUMET TWP BOARD MEMBER
601 TAFT ST
GARY, IN 46404

Findings and Order

This matter came before The Lake County Board of Elections and Registration at the Board’s
Meeting of March 14, 2023. The Board, after considering evidence in this case, now finds as
follows:

Findings
JAMES (COACH) PIGGEE FOR CAL TWP BOARD

Is a committee and was required to file a 2022 Annual report by noon, January 18, 2023 pursuant
to (IC 3-9-5-3.)

1. The Committee did not file its 2022 Annual report by the deadline listed above.

2. The maximum civil penalty under law for a late report under these circumstances is
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or ($50.00 X number of days late) pursuant to IC 3-
9-4-17.

3. The Lake County Election Board finds that the maximum civil penalty permitted by
law should be imposed.

4. The Lake County Election Board finds, by unanimous vote of its entire membership
that imposition of the maximum civil penalty, in this case, would be unjust under the
circumstances and finds that the NEW civil penalty should be reduced to $ WAIVE

5. If the new civil penalty listed above is not paid in full within thirty (30) days, the
committee is subject to civil litigation.

6. The Lake County Election Board further finds an outstanding balance of $ 150

Government Center - 2293 North Main Street - Rm. A-205 « Crown Point, IN 46307-1854
Phone (219) 755-3795 - Fax (219) 755-3801

> DD 10494
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ORDER
45-13033 JAMES (COACH) PIGGEE FOR CAL TWP BOARD

NEW FINE _$ WAIVE ___ (PER #4 IN FINDINGS)

OUTSTANDING BALANCE $ 150 (PER #6 IN FINDINGS)
TOTAL DUE: $ 150 (PER #4 & # 6 IN FINDINGS)

Any outstanding balance contained in Finding #6 is herein reaffirmed.
The above findings and the board meeting minutes are incorporated herein by reference.

SO ORDERED, THIS THE 14* DAY OF MARCH, 2023.

Board members:

/S/ Kevin C. Smith /S/John Reed
/S/ Michael Brown /S/ Michael Mellon
/S/ Bob Tribble

Director Assistant Director

Michelle R. Fajman LeAnn J. Angerman
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ELECTIONS AGENDA ITEM REPORT

DATE: May 20, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Jessica Messler,Elections
ITEM TYPE: Elections Agenda Item
AGENDA SECTION: NEW BUSINESS

SUBJECT: 2025 Election Certification
SUGGESTED ACTION:

ATTACHMENTS:

2025 05 20 Election Certification.pdf
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CEB 9 - County Election Report for Lake Ol

For the 2025 Lake County School Corporations Special Election Conducted on Tuesday, May 6,
REGISTRATION AND TURNOUT:

1. Number of registered voters in county for this election (Note: If the election was held only in part of the county, the number
of registered voters in that part of the county for this election): 57859

2. Number of voters voting in person at the polls on Election Day: 3104

3. Number of all voters voting absentee including by mail, travel board, in-person, and military and overseas (UOCAYV 1601

4. Total number of voters who voted in this election (auto-calculated as #2 + #3): 4705

ABSENTEE VOTING
5. Please enter the number of absentee ballots that were rejected (exclude UOCAVA): 0
5(a). Please enter the number of absentee ballots Not Received (Not returned to your county by the deadline): 12
AVA (V i e | Postcard lication and Federal Write-In Absentee Ballots
6. The combined total number of absentee ballots sent by county to military and overseas voters: 1
7. Total number of ballots in #6 returned by these voters. (Include any Federal Write-In Absentee Ballots, counted, because

a UOCAVA did not return an official county ballot.): 1

8. Total number of ballots in #7 counted: 1
PROVISIONAL BALLOTS:
9. Total number of provisional ballots cast by voters that are registered in the county, counted by county election 0

10. Total number of provisional ballots cast by voters that are reqistered in the county, not counted by county electionbo 0
11. The total number of provisional ballots cast by voters in the county in this election

(System calculated as #9 + #10): o
11(a). The total number of provisional ballots cast by non-registered voters in the county: 0

ELECTION BUDGET AND EQUIPMENT:

12. BUDGETED cost for this election. Estimate if necessary: 100,000
13(a). Provide the following information for the Election System Type:

Election System Type System Service Manufacturer Voting System Model
;Direct Recording Electronic Voting MicroVote EMS 4.3
Optical Scan Ballot Tabulator MicroVote EMS 4.3
ADA Compliant Ballot Marking Device ' MicroVote EMS 4.3
Election Management System MicroVote EMS 4.3
Hand Counted Paper Ballot NO

13(b). Name the System Service Manufacturer used by the County in this Election MicroVote

13(c). Describe any discrepancies with your voting system during the election if your County:

none
13(d). Name the Election Pollbook system service provider and the system model used by the county in this election:
‘ System Service Provider System Model Number(s)
KNOWiNK LLC PollPad 2.5

13(e). Name the EPB System Service Manufacturer used by the County in this Election. = KNOWINK LLC
5/156/2025 2:17 PM Page 1 of 2
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ENCLOSURES:

14(a). Describe any malfunction or other problem with your voting system during the election. If your county did not experience

any problems, please input “None” in the text box below.

CEB 9 - County Election Report for Lake

none

14(b). If you will be sending additional information on the malfunctions to IED, how will it be sent? No Malfunction

15. How will you be submitting Certified & Final Precinct Level Results for your county to IED? (Please use the Voter

Status Counts by Precinct and Split report from SVRS):

16. Do you need to amend your Voter Status Counts?:

Electronic Submission
No
17. If you will be sending any additional information to the Election Division, how will it be sent? Electronic Submission

18. Please enter the name, title and mailing address for your county election board members.

Title Name Party Name Address & Cit}, S-t'a_t_é,_ E-mail Address Phone Number
Street and Zip
Election Board KEVIN SMITH {Democratic 2293 N MAIN  |CROWN ksmith@smithsersic.Com (2197553795
.Chairman STREET POINT IN
! 46307
Clerk/Secretary of {BROWN MIKE |Democratic 2293 N MAIN |CROWN brownmx@lakecountyin. 2197553000
the Election Board STREET POINT IN org
46307
Election Board JOHN REED |Republican 2293 N MAIN |CROWN JPRATLAW@AOL.COM {2197553795
Member STREET POINT IN
46307
Election Board MICHAEL Republican 2293 N MAIN |CROWN MIKE@Acbanker.COM (2197553795
Member MELLON STREET POINT IN
46307
'Election Board MARA Democratic 2293 N MAIN |CROWN bdtrib@att.net 2197553795
Member CANDELARIA- STREET POINT IN
| REARDON 46307
SIGNATURES
Clerk/Secretary of the Election Board: Date:
Election Board Chairman: Date:
Election Board Member: Date:
(Below signatures are for Lake County Board of Elections and Registration only)
Election Board Member: Date:
Election Board Member: Date:
5/15/2025 2:17 PM Page 2 of 2
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Statements of the Circuit Court Clerk for

State of Indiana (CEB-25)
COUNTY OF LAKE - Partial Count

Crown Point Community School Corporation Public Question
‘Yes' responses 2,687 ; 'No' responses 555
Total Number of Votes 3,242

School City of Hobart Public Question

'Yes' responses 1,188 ; 'No' responses 274
Total Number of Votes 1,462

This form CEB-25 was generated on Thursday, May 8, 2025

5/8/2025 3:09:01 PM (**) Denotes Winners Page 1 of 1
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Item Cover
Page

ELECTIONS AGENDA ITEM REPORT

DATE: May 20, 2025
SUBMITTED BY: Jessica Messler,Elections
ITEM TYPE: Purchases

AGENDA SECTION: PURCHASE ORDERS
SUBJECT: PO 2505174
SUGGESTED ACTION:

ATTACHMENTS:

2025 05 20 PO 2505174.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3342435/2025_05_20_PO_2505174.pdf

Approved by the Stale Board of Accounts lor Lake County 1996

LAKE COUNTY
CROWN POINT, INDIANA

PURCHASE ORDER

THIS SUMBER MUST DE
; % 0% INVOLCE CLAIM

AND DELIVERY MEMOS

PURCHASE ORDER NO P0O2505174

ORDER DATE 2025/4/29
CONFIRMATION | CONTRACT NO.
CONFIRMED TO | PAGE ]
DATE .
TIME | SHIP VIA
INSTRUCTIONS
TERMS
12330 5001 F.OB
DATE REQUIRED
F.0.B. DESTINATION UNLESS CITED HEREIN
A% LAKE COUNTY
E ELECTION/REGISTRA. LAKE COUNTY
N 2293 NORTH MAIN STREET ELECTION/REGISTRA.
D ROTECK ENTERPRISES INC 2293 NORTH MAIN STREET
0 ROTECK COM DBA CROWN POINT, IN 46307
R 13801 W 77TH AVE UNITED STATES CROWN POINT, IN 46307
DYER, IN 46311 Attn: Joel Rodriguez UNITED STATES

LINE# ITEM COMMODITY QUANTITY UNIT UNIT COST ACCOUNT CODE CATEGORY TOTAL COST
DL-30252 - 3 1/2"
WIDE X 1 1/8" HIGH 10015001624100 | Other
Goods LABEL FOR DYMO 00000000000 Supplies J:000:00
LABEL PRINTER. |
Line Commenis
SHIPPING AND 3 [ 10015001624100 | Other
_ Goods HANDLING ! ‘ EACH I 50 | 00000000000 Supplies i 3.95
Line Comments
I SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS - 1,003.95

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THERE IS AN UNOBLIGATED BALANCE IN THIS
APPROPRIATION SUFFICIENT TO PAY FOR THE ABOVE ORDER

AUDITOR _%ﬁi%{ﬂ_ﬂ&

ORDERED BY
TITLE

THIS ORDER I8 ISSUED IN COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER 99. ACTS 1945 AND ACTS

BILLING ON THIS ORDER MUST BE ACCORDING TO PROCESS SHOWN ABOVE

Order Has Been Electronically Signed.

LAKE COUNTY ELECTION/REGISTRA

LAKE COUNTY ELECTION/REGISTRA

AMENDATORY THEREOF AND SUPPLEMENT. THERETO.

NOTE: NO CLAIM WILL BE APPROVED FOR PAYMENT UNLESS ORIGINAL COPY OR
THIS ORDER OR PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER IS MADE A PART OF THE CLAIM

FEDERAL EXCISE AND INDIANA RETAIL TAX EXEMPT NUMBER
356000168 003 4

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF LAKE

P R

ORIGINAL VENDOR COPY

PURCHASING AGENT
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Item Cover
Page

ELECTIONS AGENDA ITEM REPORT

DATE: May 20, 2025
SUBMITTED BY: Jessica Messler,Elections
ITEM TYPE: Purchases

AGENDA SECTION: PURCHASE ORDERS
SUBJECT: PO 2505925
SUGGESTED ACTION:

ATTACHMENTS:

2025 05 20 PO 2505925.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3348353/2025_05_20_PO_2505925.pdf

Approved by the Stale Board of Accounts for Lake County 1996 THIS NUMBER MUST BE

PURCHASE ORDER AND DELIVERY MEMOS
LAKE COUNTY
CROWN POINT, INDIANA PURCHASE ORDER NO. P02505925
ORDER DATE 2025/5/15
CONFIRMATION CONTRACT NO.
CONFIRMED TO PAGE 1
DATE
TIME SHIP VIA
INSTRUCTIONS
TERMS
20015 5001 F.0.B

DATE REQUIRED
F.0.B. DESTINATION UNLESS CITED HEREIN

LAKE COUNTY B

ELECTION/REGISTRA. B LAKE COUNTY

2293 NORTH MAIN STREET 8l ELECTION/REGISTRA.

|l 2293 NORTH MAIN STREET
4IMPRINTS INC CROWN POINT, IN 46307 T
101 COMMERCE STREET UNITED STATES 0 CROWN POINT, IN 46307
OSHKOSH, WI 54901 Attn: Joel Rodriguez UNITED STATES
LINE # ITEM COMMODITY QUANTITY UNIT UNIT COST ACCOUNT CODE CATEGORY TOTAL COST

Employee Clothing for Other
Elections and Voter 6,119.531 ;ggégggsggggsc Services & 6,119.53
Registration Charges

Line Comments

I SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS - mﬂ 6,119.53

1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THERE IS AN UNOBLIGATED BALANCE IN THIS BILLING ON THIS ORDER MUST BE ACCORDING TO PROCESS SHOWN ABOVE
APPROPRIATION SUFFICIENT TO PAY FOR THE ABOVE ORDER

Order Has Been Electronically Signed.

AUDITOR \Z g %é '/‘-\;l E %{l}z{g( ORDERED BY LAKE COUNTY ELECTION/REGISTRA.

TITLE LAKE COUNTY ELECTION/REGISTRA.

THIS ORDER 1S ISSUED IN COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER 99. ACTS 1945 AND ACTS
AMENDATORY THEREOF AND SUPPLEMENT. THERETO.

NOTE: NO CLAIM WILL BE APPROVED FOR PAYMENT UNLESS ORIGINAL COPY OR
THIS ORDER OR PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER IS MADE A PART OF THE CLAIM

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF LAKE

FEDERAL EXCISE AND INDIANA RETAIL TAX EXEMPT NUMBER ;
356000168 003 4 ,_e&

ORIGINAL VENDOR COPY PURCHASING AGENT
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Item Cover
Page

ELECTIONS AGENDA ITEM REPORT

DATE: May 20, 2025
SUBMITTED BY: Jessica Messler,Elections
ITEM TYPE: Purchases

AGENDA SECTION: PURCHASE ORDERS
SUBJECT: PO 2505861
SUGGESTED ACTION:

ATTACHMENTS:

2025 05 20 PO 2505861.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3348367/2025_05_20_PO_2505861.pdf

Approved by the Stale Board of Accounts for Lake County 1996 THIS NUMBER MUST BE
SHOWN 0N INVOICE CLAIM

PURCHASE ORDER AND DELIVERY MEMOS
LAKE COUNTY :
CROWN POINT, INDIANA PURCHASE ORDER NO. P02505861
ORDER DATE 2025/5/14
CONFIRMATION CONTRACT NO.
CONFIRMED TO PAGE 1
DATE
TIME SHIP VIA
INSTRUCTIONS
TERMS
1201355 5001 F.O.B

DATE REQUIRED
F.O.B. DESTINATION UNLESS CITED HEREIN

LAKE COUNTY

ELECTION/REGISTRA. LAKE COUNTY
MICROVOTE GENERAL 2293 NORTH MAIN STREET ELECTION/REGISTRA.
CORPORATION 2293 NORTH MAIN STREET
7144 LAKEWIEW PARKWAY CROWN POINT, IN 46307
WEST DRIVE UNITED STATES CROWN POINT, IN 46307
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46268 Attn: Joel Rodriguez UNITED STATES

QUANTITY UNIT UNIT COST ACCOUNT CODE CATEGORY TOTAL COST

COMMODITY
SOFTWARE MTNC -
2025 INFINITY
VOTING MACHINES
ANNUAL
MAINTENANCE
AGREEMENT

LINE # ITEM

10015001636300
00000000000

Mainten &
Service Cont

3,250.00 3,250.00

Line Comments

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS m 3,250.00
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THERE IS AN UNOBLIGATED BALANCE IN THIS BILLING ON THIS ORDER MUST BE ACCORDING TO PROCESS SHOWN ABOVE
APPROPRIATION SUFFICIENT TO PAY FOR THE ABOVE ORDER

Order Has Been Electronically Signed.
AUDITOR Ez ;i é; ﬂ ﬁé ZEA& ORDERED BY LAKE COUNTY ELECTION/REGISTRA.
TITLE LAKE COUNTY ELECTION/REGISTRA.

THIS ORDER IS ISSUED IN COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER 99. ACTS 1945 AND ACTS
AMENDATORY THEREOF AND SUPPLEMENT. THERETO.

NOTE: NO CLAIM WILL BE APPROVED FOR PAYMENT UNLESS ORIGINAL COPY OR
THIS ORDER OR PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER IS MADE A PART OF THE CLAIM

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF LAKE

FEDERAL EXCISE AND INDIANA RETAIL TAX EXEMPT NUMBER ;
356000168 003 4 WM

ORIGINAL VENDOR COPY PURCHASING AGENT
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